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close money in a letter to the publisher of a newspaper, 
to pay the subscription of a third person, and frank the 


letter, if written by himself."—Amos Kendall. 


Someof our subscribers may not be aware that they 
may save the postage on subscription money, by re- 
questing the postmaster where they reside to frank their 
etters containing such money, he being able to satisfy 
himself before a letter is sealed, that it contains nothing 


but what refers to the subscription. [Am. Farmer. 
UTS 
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NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 
THE INDEX AND TITLE PAGE of the VIII vol. 
new series, or filty-eighth vol. of the entire work, 
was forwarded to the subscribers by the last mail. 
The delay in receiving it, the editor hopes, will be 
compensated to his patrons by the enlarged and com- 
prehensive method he has adopted, of placing in the 
index the entire contents of the volume, and that in 
the simplest form for reference, and which, though 
immensely more laborious to the compiler, renders 
the work beyond comparison more convenient and 
useful to the reader. The index now occupies four- 
teen pages—formerly it was comprised in from four 
losix pages. The value of a ReacisTer depends 
greatly upon the index. Nothing is more vexa- 
tious than to look for an article which we know is 
embodied in a work, and be unable to find it. 

To have had in the course of the fuurteen months 
elapsed since the present proprietor took charge of 
the Register, five indexes to compile for it, in order 
{0 supply prior omissions and keep up with the 
current volumes, has been an amount of labor which 
ho one can form an estimate of by merely measur- 
ing the pages they occupy in type. To have had 
this to perform ander the exceedingly embarrassing 
Circumstances of the work itself, with the deferred 
hunbers of nearly three months to bring up, and all 
the derangement incident thereto in the accounts 
and financial concerns of the establishment, and 

lat too, at a time so unpropitious for any enterprize 
requiring money as a means for its accomplishment, 
as been a task of no ordinary labor and anxiety.— 
In the midst of these difficulties, indefatigable per- 
Severance alone could accomplish what has been 
‘one. His course has been onward through them 
all, cheered no less by the evidence of what has 

“en accomplished, than by the hopes of what is in 
Prospect. The work is once more brought up com- 


Plete, and its series of the history of the times since 


commencement of the publication in 1811, is 
“interrupted. The kind indulgence of those pa- 
VoL. 1X—Sra. 15. 


trons of the work who have practically sustained it 
through its days of adversity, is a proof of the esti- 
mation in which it is held, and the increasing pa- 
tronage which he has received is the more grateful 
to the editor, when he considers the circumstances 
under which it has been extended. 
It is as a NATIONAL ReGisTerR—a record of 
passing events,—a faithful transcript of the times, 
and depository of valuable documents and statistics, 
that the publication is designed, and as such has 
acquired a character of enviable estimate in foreign 
countries as well as throughout the United States. 
Possessing nearly all the advantages of a daily 
newspaper, divested in a great measure of their er- 
rors, and entirely without their heavy columns of 
advertisements in which so few take an interest, 
and those few only for the day, the REGISTER res- 
cues from oblivion and preserves ina convenient 
form for reference, all the most important and au- 
thentic articles that the newspapers contain, and 
which, but for such a depository, would often, in a 
short time, be inquired for in vain. Whatever is 
material, belonging to the history of the times, is 
recorded in the pages of the Register in a form to be 
available for fuiure use, including so much of the 
politics of the day as to furnish a fair and impartial 
development of the principles avowed by, or atiri- 
buled to, every party, as it rises or falls, at the same 
time avoiding carefully all participation in the bit- 
ter animosities which are so often engendered by 
party strife. Discarding the light literature and 
fictions which are so abundant elsewhere, the Re- 
gister is proposed as A MATTER OF FACT RECORD, 
where impartial truth may be found in reference to 
inen and measures. More matter interesting to the 
generality of readers, will be found in its sixteen 
closely printed pages, issued every week, than in 
the columns of almost any daily newspaper for the 
same time, and with this decided advantage, that it 
is furnished in a form suitable for preservation and 
convenient for reference, and that too, at considera- 
bly less than half the cost of a daily paper, if postage 
be included in the calculation. After serving its 
purpose as a journal of the day, it is retained and 
becomes one of the most valuable of books in the 
library of its patron, to the pages of which he may 
in aftertime recur for the establishment of facts in 
which none of us can be without an interest. A 
publication having such an object and such advan- 
tages ought to commend itself to generous support. 
xperience bas suggested that the work is sus- 
ceptible of material improvements, which the editor 
is ambitious of effecting, so soon as he can com- 
mand the requisite means. For which however he 
has to depend entirely upon the punctuality of his 
patrons. 





EXTRA SESSION OF conGREss. A Cincinnati 
paper suggests, that the probability of an extra ses- 
sion should admonish such of the states as have not 
yet elected representatives, to make provisions for 
such acontingency. So far as Maryland is con- 
cerned, the law directs the governor, in such case 
to issue his proclamation for an election at a period 
prior to the usualtime. It is probable that the 
other states have observed the like precaution. 

But our motive for noticing the article is, to ex- 
press surprise and regret at having met with such 
an intimation. Congress has but this moment as- 
sembled and organized for the purpose of legislat- 
ing, not only for the period between this anc the 
4th of March, when their term expires, but until 
the constitutional period for the reassembling of 
congress. The considerate of all parties would pro- 
test against adopting the idea that each new presi- 
dent is of course to have an extra session of con- 
gress convened upon his inauguration. The ne- 
cessity in this instance, it strikes us, can only arise 
from inexcusable neglect in the -present congress 
to perform the duties which lie before them. An 
extra session is advised mainly under the impres- 
sion that there mayrnot be adequate means provided 
to meet the demands upon the treasury. Upon the 
present congress devolves the duty to see to that, 
and it is not fair to presume that they will so far 
fail in the performance of their obligations. On 
the contrary we have aright to expect that the duty 
will be performed. The very suggestion that it may 
be postponed, because an extra session is contem- 
plated, strikes us to be exceedingly impolitic as well 


The constitution has wisely provided that the exe 

cutive term shall commence, not with the commence- 
ment, but with the conclusion of the congressional 
session. Few men, perhaps no man, especially if he 
has never served in the executive cabinet, could at 
once feel himself entirely at home in assuming the 
highly responsible duties required of a chief magis- 
trate of this union. Time is required even to apprise 
him of the views and relations of the respective mem- 
bers of the cabinet which he assembles from various 
sections of the union to aid him in council. Much 
is to be learned of the various ramifications of the 
departments, in their practical details—as well as of 
general state policy, before he feels entirely quali- 
fied to “advise” the legislative department of the 
government. The machine by which twenty mil- 
lions of freemen can be well governed, is necessa- 
rily complex, and requires some proficiency and an 
educated mind to manage it well. 

In cases of emergency, or of a failure in the pre- 
sent congress to leave the country with ample pro- 
vision for the period of recess,an extra session 
would be indispensable, but it is surely unwise, not 
to say illiberal, to predicate upon such supposition. 
The new executive are entitled to the advantage of 
the time which the constitution affords, to familiar- 
ise themselves with their stations and prepare with 
due deliberation, any proposition for a material 
change of national policy. 





FROM TEXAS AND MEXICO. 

Infamous treachery. The New Orleans Bulletin 
of the 30th ult. brings us Tampico dates to the 17th, 
aud Vera Cruz to the 4th, showing a most attrocious 
specimen of treachery. 
The circumstances are briefly these: On the de- 
feat of the federal army at Morelos in March last, 
Canales, Molano and Cardenas, escaped to Texas, 
where they were hospitably treated by the people. 
After failing to engage the Texian government in 
their plans in Mexico, they persuaded a number of 
the youth of Texas to join them in an invasion of 
the country, holding out the hope of an easy march 
to the city of Mexico, then in a state of revolt. 
On arriving at Rio Grande, it was ascertained that 
the revolution in the capital had proved a failure. 
This produced a secret consultation among the fe- 
deral chiefs, to buy peace with the dominant faction 
at home by an act of perfidy to their foreign allies. 
They were consequently decoyed into the interior 
as far as Victoria, and delivered over to general 
Montego. Here,on the 23d, the Texians were 
abandoned to the enemy, five times their number. 
They were slaughtered with arms in their hands, 
fighting heroieally to the last. One hundred and 
fifty of them weue thus butchered. 

At Matamoras, the inhabitants celebrated this 
great victory with bells and cannon! ;' 

The correspondence between general Arista and 
these bloodbounds, leading to the catastrophe is pub. 
lished in the Bulletin. 

LATER. Retreat of the Xenophons. Since our 
publication of yesterday, in which the accounis 
from our correspondent at Matamoras left more 
than 100 young Texians at Saltillo, about to be sq- 
crificed at the shrine of cowardice—-we have can- 
versed with a passenger from Texas by the New 
York, Mr. Ed. Dwyer, of San Antonio, who has 
communicated to us some new and heart cheering 
facts. Mr. D. was only six days from San Anto- 
nio to Houston, and on the journey put up ata 
house where col. Jordan (the commander of the 
114 Texians whom the Mexicans had planned to 
murder) had just before stopped for refreshment, 
Mr. Dwyer learned, and has no doubt of the cor- 
rectnessof the information, that when the Texians 
became convinced of the intentiong and treachery 
of the Mexicans, they retired by themselves toa 
walled enclosure in the vicinity, determined to face 
the worst. At this time the citizens of the place, 
considering the contest at an end, opened their 
houses and shops and give the soldiers whatever 
they wished to eat or drink. 

The consequence was, that the bulk of them got 
beastly drunk; and in this situation they were order- 
ed by their commander to attack the outlaws, (as 
the T'exians were termed). The battle commenced 
about 2 P. M. and lasted near 9 hours. The Texians 
were well protected from the fire of the assailants 
—and were moreover well armed, and abundantly 
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the ignorant and intoxicated cowards who assailed 
them, incapable of inflicting injury, were slaughter. 
edon all hands. At this juncture, the besieged 
sallied forth and captured three pieces of artillery, 
which they turned upon the enemy, and mowed 
them down like grass. More than four hundred of 
the treacherous foes were left lifeless on the ground 
on that night, by this small branch of the Anglo- 
Saxon race. 7 : 

The Texians, having cleared the field, supplied 
themselves with apparel (of which they were much 
in want) and other spoils of victory, and commenc- 
ed their march homeward, and pursued their way 
without molestation—having lost only four compa- 
nions killed in the fight, and one who died from 
disease. 

[The above is confirmed by another letter from a 
responsible source]. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 
Resvxits—so far as ascertained. 

Electoral vote. 








Aggregate vote. 
STATES. Harri- Van Harvri- Van 
son. Buren. son. Buren. 
Maine, 10 0 46,612 46,201 
New Hampshire, 0 7 25,483 31,919 
Vermont, — 7 0 32,445 18,009 
Massachusetts, 14 0 72,913 52,368 
Rhode Island, 4 0 5,157 3,181 
Connecticut, 8 0 31,212 24,888 
New York, 42 0 225,812 212,519 
New Jersey, 8 0 33,362 31,034 
Pennsylvania, 30 0 144,018 143,675 
Delaware, 3 0 5,967 4,872 
Maryland, 10 0 33,529 28,754 
Virginia, 0 23 41,405 42,818 
North Carolina, 15 0 46,376 33,782 
South Carolina, 0 ll 10,000 
Georgia, ll 0 40,349 31,989 
Alabama, 0 7 28,471 33,991 
Mississ@ppi, 4 0 
Lovisiana, 5 0 11,296 7,596 
Arkansas, 0 3 
Tennessee, 15 0 
Kentucky, 15 0 58,489 32,616 
Ohio, 21 0 148,141 124,780 
Indiana, 9 0 65,276 51,695 
Illinois, 0 5 45,537 47,476 
Missouri, 0 4 
Michigan, 3 0 22,911 21,106 
234 60 


Necessary to a choice 148. 



































The following is the result of the presidential 
election, stated thus: . 
NEW ENGLAND STATES. 
1840. 1036. 
co ~ m, a —- a. 
sTATes. Harrison. V. Buren. Whig. V. Buren. 
Maine 46,612 46,201 15,239 22.990 
N. Hampshire 26,158 32,761 6,228 20,097 
Vermont 32,441 18,009 20,990 14,039 
Massachusetts 72,913 52,471 42,247 34,474 
Rhode Island 5,213 3,263 2,710 2,964 
Connecticut 31,598 25,282 18,749 19,291 
214,935 177,987 106,163 113,855 
MIDDLE STATES. 
New York 225,858 212,568 138,543 166,815 
Pennsylvania 144,018 143,675 87,111 91,475 
Maryland 33,559 28,754 25,852 22,268 
New Jersey 33,362 31,034 26,892 26,347 
Delaware 5,963 4,872 4,738 4,155 
442,760 420,903 283,136 311,060 
WESTERN STATES. 
Ohio 148,157 124,782 105,405 96,948 
Indiana 65,276 51,695 41,281 $2,480 
Kentucky 58,489 32.616 36,955 33,435 
Michigan 22,911 21,106 4,080 7,360 
{llinois 45,537 47,476 14,983 18,097 
Missouri 7,000 8,387 10,995 
Tennessee 59,054 47,482 35,962 26,120 
399,424 332,157 247,003 225,435 
SOUTHERN STATES. 
Virginia 41,405 42,818 23,368 30,261 
North Carolina 46,376 33,782 23,626 26,910 
South Carolina 10,000 10,000 
Alabama 28,471 33,991 15,637 19,068 
Mississippi 2,000 9,688 9,979 
Arkansas 2,500 1,238 2,400 
Louisiana 11,296 7,596 3,383 3,653 
Georgia 40,264 31,933 24,930 22,126 
149,832 162,620 101,870 124,397 


South Carolina choosing her electors by the legis- 
lature, there is no means of ascertaining the popu- 
lar vote—estimate 10,000 Van Buren majority. 


From the following table it will be seen that eve- 
ry section of the union gives Harrison a majority, 
and also what has been the whig gain since 1836: 

















1840. 1836. 
Harr. Whig. V.B. 
New England, . 36,948 -—— 7,692 
Middle states, 21,857 —— 27,924 
Western states, . 67,267 21,568 ~ 
Southern states, 7,212 —— 22,527 
Har. maj, 1840, 133,284 21,568 58,143 
36,575 21,568 
Whig gain since 1836, 169,859 36,575 


THE ANNUAL TREASURY REPORT. 

The annual report of the secretary of the treasu- 
ry, yesterday laid before congress, states the receipts 
and expenditures for 1840 as follows: 

Receipts. 

The receipts and means for 1840, exclusive of 
trusts and the post office, have been as follows: 

The available balance on the 1st of 
January, 1840, is computed to 
have been 

During the three first quarters of the 
present year, the nett receipts 
from customs were 

During the same period from public 

lands 

Misceilaneous 

Estimated receipts fourth quarter 

from all other sources 


$2,246,749 00 


10,689,884 78 


2,630,217 25 
77,660 98 


3,800,000 00 





These make the aggregate ordinary 
receipts for the year 

Add the estimated receipts of prin- 
cipal and interest in 1840, out of 
what was due from former depo- 
site banks 

Add also the estimated receipts from 
fourth bond of the United States 
bank 

Add for the issue of treasury notes, 
instead of others redeemed 


$17,197,763 01 


850,000 00 


2,500,000 00 
5,440,000 00 





Aggregate from these additional 
sources 

Which make the total means in 
1840, as ascertained and estimat- 
ed 


$8,790,000 00 


$28,234,512 01 
Expenditures. 
The expenditures for 1840, exclusive of trusts 
and the post office, have been as follows: 
For first three quarters, civil, diplo- 


matic and miscellaneous 4,118,248 64 
Same, military 8,750,784 52 
Same, naval 4,620,316 35 


Estimates by the treasury (though 
higher by other departments) for 


all expenses for fourth quarter 5,000,000 00 





Aggregate of current expenses, 
whole year 

Add for funded debt and interest 
for cities of District of Columbia, 
ascertained and estimated 
Redemption of treasury notes, in- 
cluding principal and interest, for 
three first quarters 

Estimate of notes that will be re- 
deemed in fourth quarter 


$22,489,349 51 


100,000 00 


3,629,306 61 
425,000 00 





Making the aggregate of expendi- 
tures or payments 

Leaving an available balance in the 
treasury on Dec. 31, 1840, com- 
puted at 


$26,643,656 12 


1,590,855 89 





$28,234,512 01 
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES For 1841. 


Receipts. 
In hastily running our eye over the report, we 
gather that the receipts under existing laws are es- 
timated to be probably as follows: 


From customs, $19,000,000 





From lands, 3,500,000 
Miscellaneous, 80,000 
Expected balance in the treasury, 
Jan. 1, 1840, 1,580,855 
$24,160,855 
Due from banks expected to be 
made available, about 220,000 


A power will] exist under the act of 
3ist March, 1840, to issue trea- 
sury notes till a year from its pas- 
sage expires, but not to make the 
whole emission outstanding at 
any one time exceed five millions 





| of dollars; this will furnish addi- 


tional means equal to the com- 
puted amount which can be is- 
sued at the close of the present 


year, about 342.618 
$24,723 49 
Expenditures. — 
Ordinary purposes, if congress 
make no reduction in the appro- 
priations requested by the dilfer- 
ent departments, estiinated at $19,250,009 
This would leave, at the close of 
the year, a balance estimated at 5,473,479 
But certain payments must also be 
made on account of the funded 
and unfunded debt, unless con- 
ress authorise contracts to be 
formed for extending the time of 
their payment; thus there will be 
required on account of the fund- 
ed debt 149,200 
Redemption of treasury notes, if all 
the others be issued, which can 
be uniler the present law, as then 
the amount returned in 1841 will 
probably not exceed 4,500,000 
$4,649 209 
Estimated balance in the treasury 
at the close of the year 1841, af- 
ter all payments whatsoever $824,273 


This is all the information which, in the hasty 
glance we could give the report of the secretary, we 
were able to extract for the information of our read. 
ers. The report will be inserted at large at an 
early day. [Nattonal Intelligencer. 

REVENUE CUTTERS ON WINTER SERVICE. The 
following is a copy of an order recently issued in 
respect to the employment of the revenue cutter at 
Boston, Mass. Similar orders have been issued 
to the officer designated to command during the 
cruise, in the cases of the Madison, at Wilmington, 
Delaware; the Yancey, at Norfolk; the Van Buren, 
at Baltimore, and the Jackson, at New Yerk; vary. 
ing only as to the cruising ground, places whiere 
they are to obtain winter supplies, and to what port 
they are to return at the close of the cruise. 

It is hoped that the efforts of these vessels will 
prove efficient in preserving many lives and much 
property, in the winter inclemencies, on our north- 
ern coast: [ Globe. 

Treasury department, Nov. 30th, 1840. 
Srr: As the season is approaching when much 
suffering and distress experienced by vessels bound 
to ports of the United States, from long voyages, 
may be alleviated by the agency of the revenue 
cutters, while cruising on the coast, in discharge of 
the duties enjoined by law, I have thought it advi- 
sable to designate the revenue cutter Hamilton 
especially for that service, and to assign you to the 
command of her. Accordingly, you are directed to 
ship a sufficient crew, and to put the vessel ina 
condition for effective service. 

To enable you to afford the required assistance to 
vessels and crews in all cases of distress, it will be 
proper that you should have an extra number of 
hands for the cruise, and that you should carry pro- 
visions, fuel, water and other necessary supplies, 
in such quantities as can be conveniently stowed, 
and as, in your opinion, the necessities of the occa- 
sion may demand. 

Thus prepared, you are directed to cruise on the. 
coast as far north as Portland, and to call at Ports- 
mouth occasionally, at least once in every month, 
keeping as close to the main land as may be con- 
sistant with the safety of the vessel, and not going 
into port oftener than you may be required to dos0 
from stress of weather or want of supplies. On all 
such occasions you will immediately report to the 
department the cause of such return to port. When 
supplies are required during the winter, you will of 
course obtain them at Boston. 

While cruising you will speak all vessels ap- 
proaching the coast which you may fall in wit, 
and afford to those requiring aid or relief such as- 
sistance as may be adapted to their condition and 
necessities, and as it may be in your power to ren- 
der. 

And that any supplies thus furnished may be duly 
accounted for, you will charge them at the cost 
value, and take the bills of the masters of the ves 
sels to whom they may be delivered, or their ow® 
ers or consignees, for the atnount. 

After the severity of the weather shall have pass 
ed, you will return to Boston and deliver the bills 
thus taken to the collector for collection, who wil 
be instructed how to dispose of the proceeds. 

You will immediately report to the collector at 
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Boston what supplies are needed before you ny 
| mence your cruise, he having been instructed 
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a 
rovide them on your making such report to him. 

[ aun, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

| Levi Wooppury, sec. of lhe treasury. 

Capluin Josiah Sturgiss, commandiag the revenue 
“culler Hamilton, Boston, Mussachuseits. 





[THE NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. The St. 
Jouns (N. B.) Courier states that the British com- 
missioners appointed to run the boundary line be- 
ween the American possessions of Great Britain 
and the United States, bave finished their labors for 


the present season, having completed the survey of 


the due north line from the 1iver St. Jotin to the 
Beaver stream, on the Motis. From thence the 
commissioners proceeded up the St. Lawrence to 
the siver Ouelle, with the intention of passing up 
that river and examining the highlands at its 
sources. They started the last week in October 
for that purpose, but heavy and continued snow 
storms forced thein to relinquish their operatious. 
From the river Ouelle the commissioners proceed- 
ed to Quebec; from thence, lieutenant Broughton, 
R. E. oue of the commissioners, went to New 
York, on his way to England. Mr. Featherston- 
haugh, the younger, remains at Quebec for the pre- 
sent, making up the returns and completing the 
plans. : 
The boundary. Mr. Laily, one of the gentlemen 
attached to professor Renwick’s paity of boundary 
commissioners arrived here in the western stage on 
Thursday, froca New York on his route to head 
quarters, Whither he goes to obtain some topogra- 
phical information relative to the river St. John, 
which the American commissioners require in inak- 
ing out their forthcoming report. Mr. L. informs 
us that in his late survey, he explored nearly the 
whole extent of country between this place and the 
St. Lawrence, which he represents as a most 
desolate and. barren region. Nothing but bogs, 
lakes and twnarshes, with some broken and irregular 
ridges of highlands, covered with a stunted growth 
of moss clad trees, meet the eye after leaving the 
St. John some fifteen or twenty miles. The dif.- 
ferent parties after exploring the sources of nearly 
all the streams and the rivers in that section, ren- 
dezvoused at Te:miscouata the 21st ult. from whence 
they proceed to Quebec and N. York. ‘The parties 
that went up the Kennebec and Penobscot, we un- 
understand, have also returned, thus completing the 
whole American survey, with the exception of run- 
ning the meridian by lunar observations, (which 
however caunot very materially affect the great 
question at issue, at the present moment), now go- 
lng on under the direction of major Grahain, whose 
party is encainped on Park Hill, about 7 miles to the 
S. W. of Woodstock, arid which cannot be complet- 
ed under two years if extended to the St. Lawrence, 
as it probably will be. [ Woodstock Times. 





ResuMPTION IN PaiLapELputra. It is gene- 
rally known that a negotiation has for some time 
been in progress, between the banks of Boston and 
certain banks of Philadelphia, having for its object 
the complete and entire resumptien of specie pay- 
nents by the banks of that city. This object so de- 
Sirable in every point of view, a determining whe- 
ther a sound ora depreciated currency shall prevail 
hot only in Puiladelphia, but throughout the country 
south and west of that city, seems likely to be de- 
feated through the miserable jealousies existing be- 
tween the rival cities of New York and Philadelphia. 
As much misapprehension exists in relation to this 
matter, some facts and remarks connected with it 
lay be interesting to the public, and enable them to 
correct sone of the erroneous views which exist in 
certain quarters. 

[tis well known that the embarrassment of the 
United States bank was the cause of the general 
suspension which took place in Philadelphia in Oc- 
tober, 1839. The banks of that city thought pro- 
per to unite their fortunes with that institution. 
: hey all stopped payment in complaisance to this 

leir favorite idol, whose credit they thought it he- 
resy to doubt—and which, in their opinion, could do 
no wrong. By degrees they withdrew their own 
holes froin circulation, and left the United States 
bank to supply the entire circulating medium of the 
cily. They did more, they joined ina representation 
to the legislature of Pennsylvania, which had the 
— of procuring the passage of a law suspending 
. cating penalties applicable to delinquent banks, 

ntil the 15th January, 1841. In all this, we think 


hiladelphia was acting in a manner unworthy of 


ie inflicted an injury to the amount of 

conn New England, by refusing to ulfil her 

She ey except ina eurreucy greatly depreciated. 

sum me ¥ 5° by the period most favorable to re- 

w Me on during the long stagnation of business, 

On, 2 capital was laying idle in New York and Bos- 
» and freely offered to her on her own terms. 





At length she has, in some measure, come to her 
senses. The Bank of the United States has so far 
improved its condition, that an ,intelligent comuit- 
tee of its directors, after a laborious investigation 
into the state of its affairs, have certified to its ability 
to-commence and sustain specie pay ments, on or be- 
fore the 15th January next, provided the debt of five 
millions due to the other banks of Philadelphia shall 
be extended from 9 to 18 months. 


To this proposal the banks of Philadelphia have 
agreed, provided they can obtain a similar ¢ edit or 
extension for one-half the sum, being about the ba- 
lances due from the banks of Philadelphia to New 
York and New England. For this atnount of two 
and a half millions of dollars, the principal banks of 
Philadelphia (except the United States bank) pro- 
poses to give their own negotiable notes, payable in 
New York, at the like terms of 9 to 18 «months, 
with interest at the rate of nine per ceut. This pro- 
position was the resuit of a visit to Boston, nade by 
a committee of the Philadelphia banks. It is doing 
what Boston has for the last six months been urging 
Philadelphia to do, and to effeet which, New York 
las constantly offered her co-operation. The pro- 
position has been favorably received in Boston and 
its vicinity, certain of her banks, with those in the 
neighboriiood, and some mercantile firms connected 
with manufacturing establishinents, have made up 
the sum of one inillion and a half of dollars, and 
New York has been invited to furnish the remaining 
tnillion This has been done by the Boston comunit- 
lee, at the request of that of Philadelphia, who stated 
as areason for this mode of application, a wish to 
complete the whole transaction through one party, 
and did not conceal that they felt a reluctance to ap- 
ply to New York, under an apprehension that they 
night meet a refusal. 


The application they made met a favorable recep- 
tion from certain in@uentiai individuals, who viewed 
it asa matter of great public interest, which should 
not be defeated by a mere question of form, but the 
banks generally, the great banking interest, consi- 
dered the mode of application through Boston high- 
ly objectionable, as implying astate of feeling in 
New York which did not exist, but stated generally, 
that if Philadelphia had asked for the loan of a mil- 
lion of dollars or a much greater sum to enable thein 
to resume, it would have been granted without 
the slightest difficulty. Under these circumstances, 
one of the New York banks gave a formal invi- 
tation to the Philadelphia committee to come on 
to New York and negotiate directly with the New 
York banks, with strong assurances of stccess in 
case of doing so. The Boston coinmittee joined 
their recommendations to this course, as the only 
mode in which the object could probably be etfected. 

But by this time the Philadelphia committee had 
caught the infection of diplomatic etiquette and had 
become as difficult and tenacious in matters of form 
as the banks of New York. It would be beneath 
their dignity to treat with New York directly, after 
having indicated a different course, and after having 
put themselves in the hands of the Boston commit- 
tee—and thus this important object is in a fair way 
to fail altogether. 

It would be absurd however fo suppose that this 
point of etiquette is the real difliculty—where there 
is a will it is easy to find a way. New York cannet 
be insensible to the immense importance to her 
trade of her restoration of the currency throughout 
the whole United States, which no one doubts will 
iminediately follow upon a resumption in Philadel- 
phia. Bat New York is unwilling to be instrumen- 
tal in assisting the United States bank to resuine, 
under the belief that by withholding her aid that in- 
stitution will be compelled ‘to go into a state of li- 
quidation, under the law passed at the last session 
of the legislature of Pennsylvania requiring the ie- 
sumption of specie payments on the 15th January 
next, Supposing this result would follow, it may 
well be questioned whether it would be good policy 
to push matters to this extremity. Supposing the 
bank to be permitted to settle aud wind up its own 
affairs, there can be no doubt that much more can 
be saved from the wreck for the stockholders than 
if it be forced into a legal liquidation under the law. 
It is true that on the supposition that the banks 
were tobe considered a moral agent, its misdeeds 
have been such as would fully justify the highest de- 
gree of penal retribution. But it cannot be viewed 
in this lizht. It is admitted that Mr. Biddle has 


been sole manager of the bank and is sole author of 


its misfortunes, and public opinion is visiting upon 
him the only penalty in the power of the commu- 
nity. 

It is true the directors may justly be charged with 
sins of omission, and it is impossible to approve 
their concealment of the actual state of its affairs 
since the suspension. But the losses caused by a 
liquidation would fall ou the stockholders, w ho in a 


moral point of view must be considered entirely in- 
nocent. 

It is also a question whether itis good policy un- 
necessarily to inflict the severe blow upon all Ame- 
rican credit and all American institutions in Europe 
which would result from putting this institution imto 
a state of acknowledged bankraptey. But that is 
not the question. However mueh it may be wished, 
the Bank of the United States will not go into liqui- 
dation. It cannot be forced into it without the co- 
operation of the Philadelphia bauks, and that co-ope- 
ration they will not give. Tiere are those who think 
this bank cannot continue in 3uspension after the 
15th January, without the forfeiture of its charter, 
under the late law of Pennsylvania; but they are 
probably mistaken. The bank will throw itself 
upon its charter, and doubtless be sustained on the 
constitutional ground that a subsequent law cannot 
enlarge the penalties imposed in the charter. The 
other banks of Philadelphia will probably bring them- 
selves within the terms of that law, making the notes 
of the United States bank the only currency of the 
city. | 

The practicability of this course is so fully relied 
on in Philadelphia, that it fully accounts for the in- 
difference of their committee to the completion of 
the arrangement, and their tenacity on the point of 
eliquette which alone stands in the way. 

The Philadelphians are a peculiar people in the 
matter of currency. ‘They have a strange fondness 
for inconvertible paper—and it is not improbable 
that the committee have become. alarmed at the 
imaginary evils which they apprehend may overtake 
them should they actnally venture upon a specie re- 
presenting currency. Thus the real question for New 
York and Boston to decide is whether the present 
systeim shall be continued indefinitely, or whether 
they shall put their balances upon interest with the 
best security, payable in a sound medium, and thus 
establish at once a sound currency throughout the 
eutire country. 

No one doubts that the security of the Philadel- 
phia banks is of the most undoubted character, and 
as the notes bear an interest of six percent. it would 
seem that the transaction involves neither risk nor 
sacrifice. At the same time it accomplishes a na- 
tional object of immense importance. 

To Boston and New York, it is a restoration of 
their commerce to the old channels which have been 
choaked up and obstructed during the past year.— 
To Philadelphia and Baltimore it is also a restora- 
tion of credit, and a relief fiom all the curses of a 
depreciated and fluctuating currency. 

There are those amongst us who apprehend that 
it would cripple the resources of our banks and oc- 
casion a pressure in the money market. We believe 
there is no ground for these apprehensions. The 
bringing into available use so much southern paper 
now dead and useless, will add greatly to our resour- 
ces. ‘he vaults of the banks of Philadelphia and 
Baltimore are abundantly supplied with specie.— 
Their resumption will occasion no drain upon ours, 
On the contrary, the arrangement will open the now 
closed vaults of these two cities 'o the ordinary calis 
for specie, which bas now to be met by New York 
and Boston exelusively. We believe, however, the 
apprehensions of an imrmediate pressure on the mo- 
ney market as growing out of this arrangement, oy 
from other causes in either of thase cilies, are whol. 
lv unfounded. It is trae, that a considerable quan- 
tity of specie has lately been shipped from New York 
to Europe, but it has consisted almost entirely of 
Mexican dollars, in consequence of a late rise in the 
price of silver as compared with gold. These ship- 
nents have not diminished the stock of the New 
York banks in a degree to cause the jeast uneasiness 
or check their operations at all, In the mean time, 
the rate of exchange bas falien so low as to put an 
end to all question about the shipping of gold to 
Europe. A large cotton crop is going to market, 
whilst our limited importations leave us nothing to 
apprehend on the score of an unfayorable baJance of 
trade. 


Others apprehend that this measure will only be 
patehing up a rotten concern, and that the United 
States bank will be unable to euntinue specie. pay- 
ments after commencing them. But in this matter, 
we may surely trust the sagacity of the Philadelphia 
banks, who have not agreed to this arrangement 
until they were permitted to examine the books of 
the bank, and were entirely satisfied on this point. 
And amongst then were men who had been as dis- 
trustful of its condition as any in the community.— 
It is tue that Philadelphia can and ought to resume 
without this loan—but she wiil not do so. Andon 
a consideration of the results, there shou!d be no he- 
sitation in granting it. { Boston Advertiser, 

The New York Express, of Friday, 2 P. M.sayss 
“The local. banks in Philadelphia, not including-the 





Uuited States bank, have made a direct application 
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to the banks of this city for a loan of a million of 
dollars. The application was acceded to at once by 
all the banks that had met this morning to take the 
matter into consideration. Nearly the whole was 
taken, and the balance would be by the banks that 
were to consider the matter. 

«A committee from Philadelphia and Boston were 
here to negoticiate the loan, which is for nine and 
eighteen months, to be represented by Philadelphia 
post notes. The sum of two and a half millions had 
previously been taken by the capitalists of Boston, 
and this million is in addition. It is represented that 
this sum will be abundant and ainple to enable all 
the banks in Philadelphia to resume. The question 
a bese gene may, therefore, be considered as set- 
tied. 


The Philadelphia Inquirer of Saturday says: “The 
intelligence from New York with regard to the re- 
sumption movement is favorabie. It is now believ- 
ed that the banks of that city will yield to the pro- 
position that has been before them for some time, 
and thus the loan of $2,500,000 will be obtained.— 
The prospect, therefore, at the close of the week, 
may be said to be decidedly favorable.” 


NAVY PENSION FUND. In the house on Thurs- 
day the speaker communicated the following mes- 
sage from the president of the United States: 

To the hon. R. M. T. Hunter, 
speaker of the house of representatives: 

Srr: I herewith transmit a letter from the secre- 
tary of the navy pension fund, to which the atten- 
tion of congress is invited, and recommend an im- 
mediate appropriation of $151,352 39 to meet the 
pereent of pensions becoming due on and after Ist 

anuary, 1841, M. VAN BUREN. 


‘The letter of the secretary transmitted in the 
above message states that the amount of money on 
hand to pay pensions is $18,647 61; and that there 
will be required in addition, for the year 1841, 
$151,352 39, of which $51,476 73 will be wanted 
on the Ist of January next. That the nominal 
value of stocks owned by the fund is $158,739; that 
the stocks have greatly depreciated, and that the 
best of them is to be svid on the 15th of this month 
to reimburse money borrowed from the Bank of 
America and for payinent of pensions to become 
due Ist of January. 


UNITED STATEs versus Wo. Price. In the U. 
States district court, Saturday, judge Thompson 
presiding, the case of the United States vs. Win. 
iM. Price, came up in order upon the calendar. It 
was an action of debt, in which the plaintifls sought 
to recover $80,000. Mr. Price appeared in person, 
moved a postponement of the trial, and read a lon 
affidavit in support of the motion. The affidavit 
embraced a correspondence between Messrs. Price 
and his attorney John A. Morrill, and Mr. Butler, 
the district attorney, and set forth that as Mr. Price 
had been unable to obtain of Mr. Butler a bill of 
particulars of the above debt, it was necessary to 
the defence that time should be allowed him to pro- 
cure the items from the departments himself. 

Mr. Butler opposed the motion, but the court or- 
deicd Wu. the case go off for the term. 

[N. ¥. paper. 


NATURALIZATION CASE. In the circuit court 
yesterday, before Judge Hale, a question was 
brought up for discussion which interests a good 
many people in this quarter, and involves some nice- 
ties of legal construction. The point touched is 
the extent of the rights of citizenship conferred by 
the treaties of cession by which Florida and Loui- 
siana came into the possession of the United States. 
All the “rights, privileges and immunities” of citi- 
zenship were stipulated by treaty to be given to the 
‘sinhabitants” of the country ceded—and the fact 
of being in the country at the time of the change 
of flag, has been taken in general as sufficient to 
entitle a man to American citizenship. But oc- 
casionally—sometimes at elections when votes were 
counted up closely, a distinction has been drawn 
which is plausible and has now been made the sub- 
ject of judicial examination. This distinction con- 
fines the privileges granted by treaty to those who 
were subjects of the ceding power at the time of 
treating—and an exclusion is made of those who 
were transient residents or inhabitants of the terri- 
tory, and not subjects tothesovereign. For exam- 
ple, an Irishman residing in Florida, but not a sub- 
ject of Spain, would not by the treaty with the 
United States, by which Florida was ceded, acquire 
the rights of an American citizen. He stands to- 
wards the new governinent, as he did towards the 
old—an alien who must be naturalized, by the law 
of the place—the lex loci, to become a citizen. In 
this position are many persons who have for many 


years been enjoying the undisputed rights of citi- 
zeuship in this state. 
THE ARMY. 

Maj. gen. Macomb, we learn, was visited on the 
23d ult. with a slight shock of appoplexy. This is 
the second attack of that nature the commander-in- 
chief has experienced. 

A report reached us a short time since, that gen. 
Atkinson had experienced an attack of paralysis, but 
letters from the general himself, dated Jefferson bar- 
rocks, contradicts the statement. He is performing 
duty and capable of taking the field. 


Maj. gen. Gaines and his family arrived at Cin- 
cinnati from St. Louis, a few days since. Before 
leaving, the general delivered a lecture to the Me- 
chanics institute of St. Louis, upon the national de- 
cus a subject which he seems to have much at 

eart. 

After the lecture, the general’s lady, Mrs. Gaines, 
addressed the audience for some time ‘‘upon the hor- 
rors of war.”” Her remarks drew forth immense 
applause—they were taken down by a short hand 
writer, and have been published. 

The general and his lady reached Baltimore dur- 
ing the present week. 


Little Rock, (Arkunsas), Nov. 11. 

The troops. Companies A, C, G and I, of the 3d 
United States infantry, arrived in town on Friday 
last, and immediately embarked for New Orleans 
on board the steamboat Corvette and two keels.— 
These troops presented an unusually clean and sol- 
dier-like appearance, when the length of their march 
from Fort Towson is considered; they also appeared 
in excellent health and spirits. The only event of an 
untoward nature which occurred on the march was 
the murder of a man named Osborn, by a comrade; 
both belonging to company I. It is worthy of remark 
that not a single case of desertion took place on the 
rovte from Towson to this city. The number com- 
prising these four companies is three hundred and 
filty-two, rank and file. The officers accompanying 
the battalion are: maj. H. Wilson, capts. J. B. Clark 
and L. N. Norris, lieuts. J. M. Smith, S. D. Dobbins 
and G, P. Field, A. C. S. & A. A. Q. M. and Dr. 
Griffen, ass. sur. U.S. A. 

But we cannot express any satisfaction at the 
withdrawal from our frontier of a force which was 
never deemed more than sufficient to hold the In- 
dians on our border in check for a short time, or 
until the militia of our state could be marched to 
their support. We do not, it is true, anticipate any 
outbreak among the numerous tribes placed on our 
immediate border, but, should such an unfortunate 
event take place, we think our state will be found 
iniserably deficient in that protection which ought 


§ | of right to be afforded her by the general govern- 


ment. [ Gazette, (admin. ) 


The ship Zenobia has arrived at Savannah from 
New York with a detachment of recruits for the 3d 


.| regiment U. S. artillery now serving in Florida, ac- 


companied by major Thomas Childs, 3d artillery, 
commanding; lieut. W. H. Churchill, 3d artillery, 
acting adjutant; lieut. H. W. Wessells, 2d infantry, 
A. C. 8. and acting quarter master; surgeon R. 8. 
Satterlee and assistant surgeon J. K. Barnes, U.S. 
A.; lieut. B. Bragg, 3d artillery, commanding com- 
pany I, of recruits; lieut. F. O. Wise, 3d artillery, 
cotnmanding company K, of recruits; lieuts. R. F. 
Baker, 7th infantry; W. Gillham, S. Van Vliet and 
G. H. Thomas, 3d artillery; and L. S. Irwin, 6th 
infantry. 
Headquarters army of Florida, 
Fort King, Nov. 24, 1840. 

Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 10th inst. 

The whole army is now, and will remain in pur- 
suit of theenemy. Every inducement is, however, 
held out to them to treat. The bands of Halick 
Tustenuggee and Tiger-tail are pursued by ade. 
tachment of the 2d infantry. The 7th is now in the 
field. The dragoons, of which six companies are 
on the upper St. John’s, are actively employed in 
that section. The 8th regiment leaves this morning 
for Tampa, scouring the country on the route, em- 
bracing the Wahoo and other hiding places on the 
Withlacoochie. The 6th regiment is in the country 
between the Hillsborough and Withlacoochie. The 
Ist regiment is scouring along the gulf shore, below 
Tampa, with boats, accompanied by a steamer and 
two schooners.} 

I have deemed these movements necessary, as the 
entire bands of the enemy have confined themselves 
to the swamps and along that coast, from whence 
they make predatory excursions; and it is there and 
there alone, that they can be most annoyed. 

To the north of Fort King, they make occasional 
inroads, but to bring them to a sense of what they 
ought to do, their families and strongholds must be 





broken up. 


caine eaten me 
eS 


The delegation are in utter astonishment at the 
manner in which Halick Tustenuggee and his Party 
left them, as they bad given te and the party re. 

eated assurances of their determination to emigrate 

his want of faith has not deterred me from using 
exertions to communicate with the Seininoles, and | 
have despatched three of the delegation, with thej, 
consent, to hold intercourse with their relations and 
friends. 

I will continue every exertion to fulfil the require. 
ments of the government, by treaty or otherwise, 

I shall leave this place in a few hours for Tampa 
where my headquarters will be established; please 
direct accordingly. I am, sir, very respecttully, 


your obedient servant, 
W. K. ARMISTEAD, 
Brig. gen. com. army of Florida, 
The hon. the secrelary of war. 








THE NAVY. 

The United States store-ship Relief, lieut. J. §, 
Nicholas, sailed from New York on the 2d inst. for 
the Pacific Ocean, with stores for the U.S. squad- 
-ronthere. The following isa list of officers:—J. §, 
| Nicholas, esq. lieut. commanding; Wm. Sheppard, 
| lieutenant; Edward Storer, special storekeeper and 
‘acting purser; John L. Worden, acting master; Ne. 
wnian Pinkney, ass’t. surgeon; Washington Gwath- 
mey, passed midshipman; Win. Minder Polk, mid- 
shipman; Louis Baker, storekeeper’s clerk; L. By. 
ers, purser’s clerk. 

The Norfolk Beacon of Wednesday says: “The 
U.S. sloops of war York Town, commander An- 
lick, and Dale, commander Gauntt, bound to the 
Pacific, will, we learn sail to-day or on to-morrow, 
Commodore Shubrick visited them yesterday, on 
which occasion a salute was fired. 


The British ship of war, St. George, of 120 guns, 
which was lately launched at Ply:nouth, cost, in 
building, £93,521, which, according to a Plymouth 
paper, with £30,000 for equipment, a little exceeds 
the old estimate of £1,000 a gun. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

United Stales senator. The hon. Levi Woodbury, 
secretary of the treasury, was on the 2d inst. elect- 
ed a senator in congress froin this state, for six years 
from the 4th of March, 1841, in place of hon. Henry 
Hubbard, whose term of service wiil then expire.— 
In the house of representatives, Mr. Woodbury re- 
ceived 145 votes; gen. James Wilson 73; and there 
were from ten to fiiteen scattering. In the senate, 
the election of the house was concurred in, 7 to5.— 
A letter to the editor of the Boston Atlas, dated Con- 
cord, N. H. Dec. 2d, says: **Mr. Woodbury receiv. 
ed the nomination in causcus last evening at the 
seventh ballot, on the first of which he received 53 
to 49 for Mr. Hubbard.” 


VERMONT. 

Roman ochre—discovery of the mine. The recent 
discovery of an ochre mine in Vermont, promises 
to be of great importance, in every point of view. 
The article is superior to any thing of the kind now 
known to be in existence. The best ochre now in 
use is obtained from Rochelle, France; but the Ver- 
mont ochre must eventually supersede this alto- 
gether. The Vermont ochre forms a_ surface of 
marble smoothness, whichis entirely imnpervious to 
water, and is of course extremely durable. When 
saturated with oil, instead of shrinking and drying 
away, itswells and increasesits bulk. It is found 
in a part of the Green Mountains. It was discov- 
ered on a small streain of water, the super-incum- 
bent mass of earth or decayed vegetable matter 
having been washed away by the action of the 
stream. The attention of the discoverer, Mr. Mil- 
ler, was attracted by the color of the ochre, and the 
absence of that scum or crust ou the surface of the 
water, which uniiormly accompanies oxyde of iron. 
The ochre is found in a rich layer near the surface 
of the ground, then folluws a stratum of mica slate, 
and then another layer of earth. The mine is 
worked now at the rate of twelve barrels per day. 
A barrel weighs three hundred pounds, and the 
price ranges froin nine cents to 50 cents per pound, 


NEW YORK. 

The electoral college. ‘This body assembled in the 
senate chamber on Tuesday afternoon, the Ist inst. 
At 4 o’clock, the hour prescribed by law, the hon. 
John C. Spencer, secretary of state, pursuant to 
custom, called the coilege to order. he list of 
electors chosen by the people of New York was 
then read over, and every one of the forty-two eleciors 
found to be at his post. On motion of general PETER 
B. Porter, seconded by Isaac OGpEn, of Dela- 
ware, general JAMES BURT was chosen presi- 
dent of the college. On taking the chair, gen. Burt 
briefly and impressively addressed the audience, re- 
ferring to- the revolutionary struggle, in which he 
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had borne a part, to the jubilee which in 1783 pro- 

claimed the victory won and American Indepen- 

dence achieved, and to this second year of jubilee 

in 1840, which had revived his hopes, till now well- 

nigh extinct, that the blood-bought liberties and 
recions institutions of our country would be per- 
ctuated forever. 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, Erisna JENKINS, of 
Columbia, was chosen secretary to the electoral 

lege. 
rhe hon. GrpEoN LEE then rose and said that he 
held in his hand a resolution to which he anticipated 
the unanimous assent of the electoral college. For 
the last ¢ix thousand years sudden changes in the 
existing institutions or chief rulers of the various 
nations of the earth had always been attended by, 
bloodshed, by violence, or by war. It had pleased 
the Almighty so to order things in this country, that 
acomplete change in the executive officers of the 
governinent had been brought about without in- 
fringement of the public peace or injury to the 
rights of individuals. He desired to acknowledge 
what he believed to be the interposition of Divine 
Providence in the affairs of the American people, 
and with this view he submitted a resolution, invit- 
ing aclergyman to attend and open the proceedings 
of the college to-iworrow with an appropriate prayer. 

The resolution of Mr. Lee was unanimously 
adopted, and Messrs. Gideon Lee, Phineas L. Tracy 
and Archibald McIntyre appointed a coinmittee to 
carry it into execution. The college then adjourn- 
ed to meet again this morning at 10 o’clock, when 
they will proceed to vote for president and vice 
president. 

The senate chamber yesterday was crowded to 
excess, and all seemed struck by the venerable as- 
pect of the body to which the people of New York 
have entrusted so high and solemn a duty. 

Although a large proportion of the electors are 
aged men, there was not, as already remarked, a 
single vacancy in the college. ‘The fire of patriot- 
ism successfully resist the chilling frosts of age. 

The electors chosen by the people of the state of 
New York, re-assembled at the capitol on Wednes- 
day morning the 2d inst. to cast their votes for per- 
sons to fill the high and important offices of presi- 
dent and vice president of the United States. At 
10 o’clock the electoral college was called to order 
by their venerable president, the hon. James Burt. 
The rev. Dr. Campbell, in compliance with an in- 
vitation extended to him by the electors, opened the 
proceedings by a most solemn, eloquent and impres- 
sive address to the Throne of Grace, thanking Al- 
mighty God for the signal benefits bestowed upon 
this nation, imploring His favor and protection in 
coming years, and invoking His richest blessings 
upon those to whom the administration of our na- 
tional affairs was about to be committed. 

The minutes of the meeting on Tuesday having 
been read, on motion of Mr. Gideon Lee the col- 
lege proceeded to vote, by ballot, for a person to fill 
the office of president of the United States. The roll 
of the electors was read by the secretary, and as the 
name of each elector was called he dropped his vote 
into the ballot box handed to him by a messenger. 
When all had voted, the president appointed Mr. 
Lawrence, of New York, and Mr. Lee, of Seneca, 
to sort and count the ballots. After a brief interval 
the tellers announced that rorTy-Two votes had 
been cast, and that they were all for WILLIAM 
HENRY HARRISON, of the state of Ohio. 

A peal of applause burst forth from the numerous 
audience as the result was announced. 

lhe college, on inotion of Mr. Lee, next proceed- 
ed to vote, by ballot, fora vice president of the United 
States. The votes having been all given in, the tel- 
lers, appointed by the president, after counting the 
ballots, announced that ForTY-Two votes had been 
cast,and that they were all for JOHN TYLER, of 
the state of Virginia. 

Another round of applause succeeded the second 
report of the tellers. 

Certificates of the persons voted for as president 
and vice president of the United States, and of the 
number of votes given to each, respectively, were 
then signed by the electors in succession, to be 
ransmitted to the seat of government. 

armon W. Romeyn, of the county of Ulster, was 
unanimously selected by the college as special mes- 
Senger to carry the votes to congress; and Albert 
rane, one of the electors, as the messenger to de- 
posite a list of the votes with the judge of the north- 
ern district. Resolutions of thanks to the president 
and secretary of the college, to the secretary of 
state, and to the rev. Dr. Campbell, were unani- 
mously passed—and then the convention, after a 


few soul-stirring remarks from the aged president, 
adjourned sine die, 





80}Thos. Burch 
64\John J. Knox 
71\Peter Pratt 69 
75|Eldridge G. Merick 
55\Jacob Livingston 
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78\B. Davis Noxen 
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Joseph Tucker 

J. Phillips Phenix 
Richard S. Williams 
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Earl Stimson 
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Keyes P. Cool 
Jonathan Wallace 














Henry P. Voorhees 49\Isaac Ogden 66 
NEW JERSEY. 
Election returns— Official. 
1840. 1836. 

Har. V. B. Har. V.B. 

Atlantic 425 846 new county. 
Bergen 977 1,346 1,716 1,942 
Burlington 8,417 2,405 3,032 2,103 
Cape May 696 194 489 239 
Cumberland 1,497 1,190 1,193 993 
Essex 4,636 2,832 4,343 3,334 
Gloucester 2,388 1,773 2,377 2,203 
Hudson 732 501 new county. 
Hunterdon 1,830 2,733 2,114 2,319 
Mercer 2,022 1,494 new county. 
Middlesex 2,014 1,683 2,002 1,719 
Monmouth 2,953 2,880 2,344 2,549 
Morris 2,509 2,150 180L 1,774 
Passaic 1,362 962 new county. 
Salem 1,582 1,302 1,334 1,036 
Somerset 1,721 1,345 1,436 1,343 
Sussex 1,171 2,932 910 2,389 
Warren 1,419 2,466 1,041 1,604 
33,351 31,034 26,137 25,592 

31,034 25,592 








Harrison’s maj. 2,317 Harrison’s maj. 545 
The official congressional vote is annexed. 





Those in the first column are whigs. 
Aycrigg 83,310 | Dickerson 31,100 
Maxwell 33,315 | Kennedy 31,101 
Halsted 33,342 | Vroom $1,138 
Randolph 33,321 | Ryall $1,098 
Stratton 33,322 | Cooper 31,109 
Yorke 33,299 | Kille 31,116 
Census. It wiil be seen by the annexed totals of 


the several counties, that the whole population of 
the state is 373,272; in 1830 it was 320,779—in- 





crease 52,493. [Newark Advertiser. 

Bergen 13,250|Hunterdon 24,798 
Hudson 9,436) Mercer 21,517 
Essex 44,637|Monmouth 32,873 
Passaic 16,721| Burlington 32,836 
Morris 25,841/Gloucester 25,445 
Warren 20,366)| Atlantic 8,726 
Sussex 21,769|Salem 16,035 
Somerset 17,451/Cumberland 14,363 
Middlesex 21,884|Cape May 5,324 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


Business of Pittsburg. Our business season, now 
nearly closed, has been one of unusual fluctuation 
in facilities for transportation of merchandise by 
river and canals; in prices of our leading manufac- 
tured articles and of the various products of our soil, 
and also in our moneyed operations and exchanges, 
yet in taking a retrospect of our spring and fali bu- 
siness, and reflecting upon the probable future, there 
is much to stimulate and encourage our merchants, 
mechanics and farmers. 

For the last twelve months we have been well 
tried in the financial crucible, but have come out 
brighter and purer, and the effect, we trust will be to 
raise our standard of punctuality bigher and higher. 

Our city now occupies a most enviable position 
in acommercial point of view—on the one hand we 
have the great line of canals and rail roads connect- 
ing us equally with Philadelphia and Baltimore, and 
on the other hand, by our cross-cut canal intersect- 
ing the grand Ohio canal at Akron, we have easy 
and cheap access to Cleveland, Detroit, Buffalo and 
adjoining lakes and country; and by our rivers we 
have intercourse with every important or unimpor- 
tant point in the mighty west. 

At the present time all communication by our 
canals is suspended, and will, of course, continue 
so during the winter, yet we shall have ample means 
of transportation by land, between our city and Phi- 





ota ‘ames of the electors of president and vice pre- 
re of the United States, for the state of 
ork, for the year 1840, with their ages. 


New, 
] and to the latter by wagons entire; and we take this 


ladelphia and Baltimore—to the former by wagon 
lines connected with the rail road at Chambersburg, 


opportunity of assuring our friends abroad that suf- 
ficient means of conveyance may be had, and are 
now in operation for the transportation of merchan- 
dise from, or products and staples of the south and 
west to the eastern cities. 

_ At present, merchandise of various kinds is com- 
ing from Baltimore to our city at one dollar per 100 
pounds, and from Philadelphia by rail road, 8c. in 
like proportion, and it is hoped the different trans- 
poten lines will continue to offer inducement by 
ow rates of carriage so far, at least, as they can do 
it with safety to themselves. 

VIRGINIA. 

U. 8. senator. The resolution from the house of 
delegates to elect a U. S. senator next Monday, 
was taken up in the senate yesterday, and aftera 
great deal of debate, was lost by a tie vote. Be- 
ore the final question was taken there was a mo- 
tion to amend by substituting a more distant day, 
which was also lost by afte. [Richmond Com. 





Presidential election returns— Official. 
1840. 1836. 
COUNTIES. Har. V. B. White. V.B. 
Accomac 739 239 617 30 
Albemarle 714 517 524 676 
Allegany 84 171 30 153 
Amelia 166 240 83 180 
Amherst 372 329 246 255 
Augusta 1,204 154 821 302 
Bath 203 218 114 206 
Bedford 919 558 511 482 
Berkley 599 372 380 260 
Bottetourt 407 575 181 799 
Brooke 350 516 181 413 
Brunswick 261 380 177 258 
Braxton 202 109 15 - 42 
Buckingham 475 520 296 §=—«_: 468 
Cabell, 481 436 192 206 
Campbell 718 487 478 477 
Caroline 399 467 219 317 
Charles city 173 30 103 31 
Charlotte 318 327 245 332 
Chesterfield 298 588 243 353 
Culpepper 351 295 251 242 
Cumberland 262 228 241 216 
Clark 174 191 102 138 
Dinwiddie 302 235 168 161 
Elizabeth city 141 85 79 38 
Essex 241 125 130 87 
Fairfax 366 321 230 176 
Fauquir 683 533 429 363 
Fayette 199 183 129 136 
Fluvanna 334 153 52 300 
Floyd 143 279 14 242 
Franklin 569 515 348 530 
Frederick 755 743 281 518 
Giles 226 293 159 254 
Gloucester 247 179 177 126 
Goochland 120 333 67 282 
Grayson 455 589 50 377 
Greenbriar 548 308 371 212 
Greenville 110 156 102 171 
Greene 62 230 New county. 
Halifax 422 964 183 732 
Hampshire 729 = 605 396 407 
Hanover 450 462 268 886 
Hardy 497 230 285 137 
Harrison 828 1,341 246 601 
Henrico 445 398 287 246 
Henry 311 191 238 213 
Isle of Wight 86 533 49 253 
James city 141 9 109 4 
Jefferson 667 592 400 269 
Jackson 258 211 113 152 
Kanawha 827 324 497 228 
King & Queen 282 203 199 275 
King George 168 129 148 52 
King William 115 306 61 185 
Lancaster 170 87 93 76 
l.ee 275 489 62 330 
Lewis 386 616 144 243 
Logan 136 189 57 157 
Loudoun 1,269 381 935 254 
Louisa 375 475 110 458 
Lunenburg 228 302 132 202 
Madison 53 532 32 307 
Matthews 180 220 64 131 
Mason 405 304 204 170 
Mecklenburg 8319 561 206 420 
Mercer 146 125 New county. 
Middlesex 101 123 62 96 
Monongalia 681 1,236 309 681 
Marshall 458 462 229 297 
Monroe 408 423 222 358 
Montgomery 338 261 163 389 
Morgan 179 145 46 100 
Nansemond 383 259 185 76 
Nelson 404 237 118 249 
Norfolk county 561 478 320 163 
Norfolk borough 529 298 234 98 
|New Kent 198 156 108 57 
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Northampton 334 24 284 6 
Northumberland 183 300 77 185 
Nottoway 132 190 70 174 
Nicholas 173 120 119 53 
Ohio ; 922 287 536 239 
Orange 231 235 217 386 
Page: 45 528 “948 247 
Patrick 83 00 W777 294 
Pendieton 389 468 217 382 
Pittsylvania 876 616 641 529 
Pocahontas 107 210 28 85 
Powhatan 176 210 161 176 
Pulaski 142 161 New county. 
Preston 396 464 156 300 
Petersbut 245 262 183 125 
Prince Edward 268 361 216 273 
Princess Ann 402 274 195 56 
Prince George 124 8=237 71 154 
Prince William 167 3938 96 232 
Randolph 450 321 293 160 
Rappahannock 318 300 171 196 
Rockbridge 635 528 408 379 
Richmond city 530 176 455 138 
Richmond county 177 151 115 108 
Rockingham 256 1,444 129 792 
Russell 264 298 9 385 
Roanoke 159 255 New county. 
Scott 282 444 10 316 
Shenandoah 102 =1,218 52 735 
Smyth 259 305 76 229 
Southampton 378 372 185 192 
Spottsylvania 358 368 207 282 
Stafford 265 295 143 178 
Surry 95 195 Al 108 
Sussex 109 347 46 213 
Tazewell 113 486 2 259 
Tyler 325 438 143 223 
Washington 364 625 70 608 
Westmoreland 282 81 150 52 
Wood 513 392 315 249 
Wythe 279 474 112-369 
Warwick 92 3 41 5 
Warren 110 300 56 163 
Williamsburg 83 7 68 4 
York 192 12 57 3 








41,405 42,818 
41,405 


23,382 30,503 
23,382 








Van Buren’s majority 1,413 
Message of the governor, 1st Dec. 1840. 

Fellow citizens of the senate and house of delegules: 
In assembling again as the representatives of the 
people of Virginia, it is proper that our hearts should 
acknowledge with humble gratitude, the blessings 
which have been dispensed to our commonwealth 
by the Supreme Ruler of events. The instructions 
of experience are designed to teach nations the ne- 
cessity of a firm reliance on Him in whose hands 
are all buman destinies; and no people have ever 
had more abundant cause to be thankful than our- 
selves. While many portions of the earth, and some 
parts of our own country, have felt the ravages of 
war and pestilence, the year is about to close with 
us as it commenced, in peace and security. Our 
fields have yielded their accustomed harvests to the 
industry of the husbandinan:the skill of the me- 
chanic and the enterprise of the merchant, have en- 
larged the sphere of their usefulness and their re- 
ward, and every citizen has reposed in confidence 
under the mild but sure protection of our laws? If 
we have sometimes had occasion to lament the im- 
peifections of the best and the wisest of human in. 
stitutions, a comparison of our condition with that 
of the most favored of our race, will not fail to jn- 
spire us with contentment, and to gratify our na- 
tional pride. Though we have recently witnessed 
a period of extraordinary excitement, I am not aware 
of any instance in which the laws have failed to pro- 
tect the injured, or to punish the offending. It can- 
not be otherwise, so long as our social rights and ob- 
ligations are sanctioned by an enlightened popular 
will, and sustained by those simple, yet stern vir- 
tues, which are the indispensable elements of free 
government. 

Resources. Though agriculture is the predomi- 
nant interest of our state, it possesses almost une- 
qualled advantages in its climate, its geographical 
position, its capacious bays and rivers, its mineral 
productions, and its supplies of water power, for 
cominerce and manutactures. The success which, 
under the disadvantages of a fluctuating population, 
and an imperfect system of husbandry, has attended 
every department of industry, leaves no doubt that 
when art shall have aided still farther in the deve- 
lopment of our natural resources, our common- 
wealth will more than realize the vivid conceptions 
of national wealth and grandeur which animated its 
early settlers. Our energies are recovering rapidly 
from the effects of those large contributions in po- 
pulation, wealth and enterprise, which we have 


7,121 


made to the new states, and while our own citizens 
now find it better to remain and improve their na- 
tive soil, European emigrants and citizens of other 
states are seeking hoines in our fertile western fo- 
rests, or filling up the places of those who have left 
us, too often under the delusive hope of improving 
their condition. The incications ofagricultural im- 
provement are decided and cheering, particularly in 
many of our counties below tide water; and the as- 
tonishing increase in population and wealth, which 
is exhibited by our whole trans- Alleghany country, 
assures us, that thongh we have given more than 
one western eimpire to the union, yet like the Roman 
father, we are not impoverished by our generosity; 
but as much remains to us as before. The multi- 
plication of agricultural societies, and the well-di- 
rected efforts of our agricultural journals, are im- 
proving the old system of cultivation, and adding 
active and powerful stimulants to the energies of our 
production. 

Trade. It is to be regretted that the means of ac- 
quiring accurate statistical information with regard 
to the comprehensive interests of our state, are not 
nore satisfactory. Such information would at all 
times be useful to the legislature, and frequently im- 
portant to other departments of the government.— 
Our commerce seeks such diversified channels along 
the whole line of the Chesapeake, through our own 
ports, those of the District of Columbia and the state 
of Maryland, and on the waters of the Ohio in the 
west, that it is difficult to form any correet estimate 
of its total value. Though the regulation of its ex- 
ternal interests has been confided to the federal go- 
vernment, it is nevertheless our duty to watch over 
and foster those domestic resources which supply the 
foreign market, and to see that they receive a just 
protection. I would, therefore, call your attention to 
the oppressive and unexampled burdens to which 
one of our principal staples has been long subjected, 
and J submit whether it is not expedient for you, 
through our representation in congress, to entorce 
the just claims of our tobacco planters, to a reduc- 
tion of the enormous duties imposed on tobacco, by 
inost European governments. In some instances, 
these duties exceed one thousand dollars on the 
hogshead, while luxuries from the countries impos- 
ing them, are admitted into the United States duty 
free, and no article of commerce is subjected to an 
thing like the same tax. Itis difficult to congejye, 
why an article which ranks second in the exports of 
the United States, and which enters so largely into 
the consumption of civilized and savage man, should 
have been selected as the subject of such a system 
of taxation, or why the injurious effects of these du- 
ties have not been urged in amore emphatic manner 
on the consideration of foreign governments, Jt has 
been stated by those who were wel] acquainted 
with the subject, that the different European go- 
vernments, interested (and many of them deep y) 
in the tobacco trade, derive an annual revenue, by 
ineans of imposts on Ainerican tobacco, larger than 
the whole current revenue of the United States.— 
The beneficial consequences of a reduction of these 
duties, would soon be felt by an increased demand, 
= better prices for this valuable product of our 
soil. 

The great perfection attained by our'millersin the 
manufacture of flour, has given to our brands the 
highesst reputation in our own country and in fo- 
reign markets. The manufacture of cheap cotton 
cloths, of iron, paper, salt, glass, &c. in our state has 
rapidly extended, and already reached a point at 
which it may be considered as having established a 
successful competition with the best articles manu- 
factured elsewhere. The cities of Richmond and 
Wheeling, as well as Petersburg, Lynchburg and se- 
veral other sites, are employing very large amounts 
of capital in manufactures, and are displaying an 
energy which will soon entitle Virginia to a high 
rank among the manufacturing states. s 

Our imports, like those of all the states, have been 
aflected by the frequent fluctuations of general com- 
inerce within the last few years, but they indicate a 
progressive improvement, which encourages the be- 
lief, that at no distant period, our foreign trade will 
flow in more direct and natural channels than those 
in which habit, rather than expediency, has so long 
confined it. The amount of our exports exhibits a 
striking contrast with our importations, and shews 
beyond doubt that we possess abundant means for 
sustaining that credit abroad, which will enable us 
to derive those advantages from our foreign com- 
merce which are now enjoyed chiefly by others.— 
The application of steam to marine navigation, 
while it brings distant nations in closer contact with 
each other, will probably render useless’ many of 
those complicated agencies through which the pro- 
ducts of one region have sought a market ia another, 
and as the result of a better acquaintance between. 
different countries will establish a less artificial and 
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se 
polies of the carrying trade, and of established cop. 
mercial depots, as well as the restraints which Zo. 
vernments impose on trade, will probably be brouchy 
more unter the salutary influence of fair compet}. 
tion, by this system of improvement on the great 
highway of nations. 
shown that commerce, like the tides of the ocean, j, 
regulated by its own laws, and that neither the wis. 
dom nor the power of successive generations yj 
suffice to prescribe its permanent course or its litnits, 
While we may look with confidence to the sure re. 
sults of time, it is not within the compass of stat, 
legislation, suddenly to change the established orde, 
of things with regard to the foreign trade of the sta. 
The exports of Richmond for the yea; 
1839, atnounted to $3,577,325, while the amount of 
foreign imports was only $361,254. The imports 
and exports of our whole state for some years past, 
will probably bear towards each other nearly the 
While a well regulated system of 
domestic credit will doubtless greatly facilitate q 
better and more equal foreign trade, it is necessary 
also to command that credit abroad, to which on, 
exports entitle us, and I am happy to learn that our 
enterprising merchants are adopting active measures 
to extend their acquaintance, and establish a more 
direct intercourse with foreign countries. The time 
is probably not distant, when throngh the agencies 
of steam, regular lines of packets will be establis))- 
ed from the ports of the Chesapeake tothose of Eu. 
One of the inconveniencies springing from 
our indirect foreign trade, is the dependence of ou; 
banking institutions on the northern cities. The 
merchant from Virginia collects his debts in the 
notes of our banks, and carries them to those cities 
in payment for the goods he has bought there and 
sold here, and thus they accumniate to such an 
amount ag to render our banks generally debtors, 
and to make it inexpedient, if not impossible, for 
them either to continue, or to resume specie pay- 
ments, without the co-operation of the banks of the 
It is probable also tbat a larger 
amount of banking capital is necessary to carry on 
this circuitous trade, than would suffice to accom- 
modate a more direct foreign trade, while it is cer- 
tain that we are now subjected to the ineonvenien- 
cies and expenses of the two modes, without enjoy- 
ing to their full extent the advantages of either. 
The suspension of specie payments by 
our banks, which occurred prior to the meeting of 
the last general assembly, still continues. It is 
hoped that a speedy and steady resumption will be 
made, and it is proper that the legislative authority 
should take steps to facilitate and ensure so desirable 
and necessary a result. 
these institutions to the executive, required by the 
act of March, 1837, have been regularly made by 
most of them. The Merchants’ and Mechanics’ 
bank, net having accepted the provisions of the act 
providing general regulations for 
the banks of the commonwealth, is not required to 
make these reports. 
of that institution, however, was received in July 
last, and will be found withthe other reports accom- 
panying this communication. 

Having received intelligence of a serious defalca- 
tion and embezzlement in the Bank of Virginia, in 
the month of April last, I deemed it my duty under 
the act of March, 1837, to appoint three commis- 
sioners to inspect and report the condition of that 
heir report, together with the instruc. 
tions under which they acted, and the correspondence 
between this department and the president of the 
Bank of Virginia, are herewith submitted. Crimi- 
nal prosecutions have been commenced against some 
of the parties implicated in this transaction. The re- 
port of these commissioners, and the subsequent ac- 
tion of the stockholders of this bank, are the only 
sources of information as to its condition, to which 
I have had access. 
able loss to the institution, the effects of which have 
been severely felt by the commonwealth, as well 23 
individuals. The whole subject is one which will 
demand your careful consideration. The dividends 
arising from the stock of this bank, have heretofore 
constituted an important item in the fiscal resources 
of the commonwealth, and I suggest whether it is not 
expedient to provide for their regular continuance, if 


importing cities. 


Banks. 


of March, 1837, 


institution. 
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Experience, however, hag 


The quarterly reports from 


A statement of the condition 


These indicate a very consider 


the condition of the bank shall warrant it, rather 
than to suspend them until the original capital is re- 


stored. This will tend to mitigate the inconvent 
ence which has resulted to the state, and to indivi 
duals, and may be accomplished by adapting the 
present capital stock to the present resources of the 
bank, There is no other alternative but to suspend 
the dividends until the actual losses of the institution 
have been repaired, in which event it will be neces 
sary to provide for a considerable deficiency in the 


public receipts from other sources. 


The occurrence of so large a defalcation in any 

















more direct system of foreign credit. The mono- 
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ence in its management, and furnishes another 
f the necessity for some additional safeguards 

, protect the immense interests of society in these 
| stitutions. It may be impossible to prevent crime 
: der any system, but itis not very difficult to de- 
Fect offenders of this class under a vigilant applica- 
‘on of the general laws of the land, and of the par- 
Ajcular by-laws of 7". companies. 

The condition of our banks generally, for some 
ears past, has excited much and anxious inquiry as 
» the advantages and inconveniences of the estab- 
ished system of credit. This system has been ex- 
,osed to the dangers of its own peculiar structure, 
aud to those which are incident to our plan of go- 
ernment. The conflicting agencies of seven-and- 
wenty governments, each of which has claimed and 
sxercised the power of legislation over this subject, 
outinues to present difficulties which exist no where 
beyond the linits of the United States. The num- 
ner of local interests to be accommodated, besides 
he political influences which have been connected 
ith this subject, do not permit the government of 
any state to close its eyes upon the surrounding 
auses,which must, to some extent, interfere with, 
f they do not control its own policy. Our experi- 
nce has often suggested the inquiry, whether many 
of the inconveniences which we have felt, did not 
yesult necessarily from the peculiar forms of our go- 
wernment, and whether they were not compensated 
by the benefits which we enjoy, as well as by the 
dangers which have been avoided by a limited and 
iealous concession of power from the states to the 
federal government. While the power to regulate 
‘the currency, if discreetly used by the federal go- 
‘vernment, might save us much inconvenience, the 
framers of our federal compact seem to have been 
aware that it was one which might be abused for 
very different purposes. As the power of govern- 
‘ment must of necessity be confided to frail and falli- 

ble men, it is better to grant toolittle than too much; 
and under governments of prescribed, constitutional 
limits, it is not safe to exercise any power which is 
‘not clearly granted or necessarily implied. While 
'we can only influence the other states, as they may 
influence us, by force of example, and the federal 
‘government by our voice constitutionally express- 
ped as one of its constituents, it is impossible for 
"us to foresee what will be the action of either in 
‘reference to a subject on which, as much as any 
‘other, the whole union has a common interest. The 
federal government, in its fiscal relations with the 
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now required of our banks, have had the effect, I 
doubt not, of increasing their caution and vigilance. 
Though the discretionary power is vested in the ex- 
ecutive to appoint a special commission to examine 
any of the banks, it is a power which was apparent- 
ly designed only for emergencies, and the necessity 
or its exercise cannot well be known until the dan- 
ver has occurred. It is therefore not remedial. A 
permanent board of competent commissioners, or- 
ganized so that a portion of the members would be 
renewed annually, and examining all the banks at 
irregular intervals, would probably answer better. 

The efficacy of forfeitures and other penalties 
now imposed to prevent suspensions of specie pay- 
ments, may well be questioned, since they are inva- 
riably released, and could not well be enforced, 
withoutinflicting severe punishments on the commu- 
nity for the delinquences of the banks. I think it is 
better to subject banks to the payment of an ade- 
quate rate of interest on their notes during periods 
of suspension, as they would be thereby stimulated 
to resumption, and induced to prevent suspensions 
by keeping their issues within moderate bounds. 


The commonwealth holds stock and 
funds in banks and other compa- 
nies to the amount of 

The literary fund to the amount of 
The fund for internal improvement 
to the amount of 

The sinking fund to the amount of 


2,548,939 83 
1,468,116 50 


7,987,583 82 
61,547 15 





Making an aggregate of $12,066,187 30 
held by the commonwealth and corporations which 
it has created, and over which it has entire control. 
From the amount of these stocks, viz: 7,987,588 82 
doliars, held by the fund for internal improvement, 
and the amount of these, viz: $2,714,278 41, which 
are now productive, it will be seen that a large por- 
tion of the stock held by the state and the state in- 
stitutions, are not now available, as a meansof re- 
venue. Of the aggregate of $12,066,187 30, the 
sum of $6,887,790 74, is either now productive, or 
may soon become so, and of that portion of the 
public funds which is now totally unproductive, 
there isa large amount held in works of internal 
improvements not yet complete, much of which, it 





The large amount of stock held by the state in 
our banks, is not represented at all at meetings of 
the stockholders, and only in the boards of directors 
by aminority. If the state directors die or resign, 
their places are filled by the remaining directors, so 
that it may occur that the stock of the state will be 
wholly norepresented at meetings of the stockholders 
and at the board. 

While it is reasonable to suppose that those who 
own the stock of banking companies, and who are 
to gain or loose by their good or bad management, 
will best understand and administer the details of 
their own business, and while it is true that a legis- 
lature would constitute, perhaps, the worst of all di- 
rectories, except an executive, for these purposes, it 
is equally true, that without general regulations and 
wholesome restrictions, corporations, like steam en- 
gines, are apt to produce mischievous results to them- 
selves and to society. 

Finances. The finances of the commonwealth, 
will, no doubt, command your early and most delhi- 
berate attention. While our public debt is by no 
means considerable, compared with our resources, 
and while ample provision has been promptly made 
to meet all demands on the treasury, it is due to the 
interests and honor of the state, that our financial 
system should be placed on a more steady and per- 
manent basis, one which will preserve our faith and 


states, inust either ernploy its own means or those of} credit beyond the reach of suspicion, and accommo- 


ithe states, for the collection and disbursement of its 
revenue; and whether it relies on a national bank, an 
-independeut treasury, of specie or of treasury notes, 
/orof government credit in soine other form, or on 
_ the state banks, to furnish the medium of collection, 
and as general or special depositories of its revenue, 
its influence must be felt to a greater or less extent 
by any system which the states can adopt. Each 
state, therefore, has duties as well as interests, re- 
sulting from its intimate association with the other 
states, and with the federal government, which 
should not be disregarded in its deliberations on 
this subject. If we had absolute jurisdiction of this 
Whole subject, or if we were called to legislate on 
it as an original question, our views and our duties 
| might be very different. But it is proper for us to 
regard the condition of the country as it really is, 
and not as our imaginations might depict it. When 
banks were first introduced, they were intended to 
be, what they ought now to be, the means of circu- 
"lating a paper always convertible into specie at the 
| Will of the holder. Their failure to realise this just 


| ©xpectation, whether it is to be ascribed to errors of] point. 


date itself with the utmost attainable facility to the 
means of our citizens. The necessity under which 
the states have placed themselves, of deriving their 
revenues from direct taxes, while it cherishes eco- 
nomy and responsibility, and excites a vigilance 
which is not felt as to our much larger indirect con- 
tributions to the federal treasury, has not had the 
effect of rendering the people of Virginia parsimo- 
nious, or insensible to any just demand on their pub- 
lic sprit. It is the characteristic of a commonwealth, 
that whatever is wanted for the public service, is 
freely given, as the benefits and the burdens are 
shared by all. The anticipation of the revenue by 
ineans of loans, except in cases of great emergency, 
or where the objects to which the state may lend its 
credit, will certainly be adequate to reimburse the 
debt, is a tempting and delusive species of taxation, 
founded on distrust of the intelligence and patriotism 
of the people. If not timely checked, it will end in 
the establishment of a public debt, to discharge the 
interest of which, the ordinary revenue will not more 
than suffice. We are far from having reached this 
Our debt is entirely within our means, and 


*gislation, or to mismanagement of the banks, or to| compared with that of many other states, it is really 


both causes, has demonstrated the necessity for a 


inconsiderable. But the present is deemed a favor- 


_teform of abuses which have been so extensively | able period for a thorough examination into our lia- 


: felt by society. 
(would saggest that there is a necessity for more 
direct and efficient responsibility in the agents or ofti- 


fers to whom the business of banks is confided. The 


Present rate of bank profits on fair business transac- 


bilities and resources, and an adjustment of the ac- 
count which will hereafter place our available means 
more under our control. 

The details of our fiscal system have become 
very complex, notonaccount of the numerous sub- 


tions, renders it questionable whether stockholders | jects of taxation, for these are fewer than in most 
; Can be made personally liable, without destroying | other governments, nor on account of rates of re- 


p the system; but the responsibility of directors toa 


greater extent than now exists, even if it should re- 


0! 


qulre a premium or salary to induce the acceptance 


venue assessed for state purposes; for these are 
lower, it is believed than any state whose jurisdic- 
tion and civil list approximate to our own, but in 


the office, would be practical economy, if it pre-| consequence of the multiplied agencies assigned to 


Vented only a sinall portion of the losses which so| the various corporations which form parts of it. 


'equently oceur. 


The commissioners appointedto | The two great funds of education and improveient, 


nvestizate the affairs of the Bank of Virginia, have} each of which consists chiefly of stocks of the state 


‘Xpressed no opinion as to the liability of the direc- 


and of other corporations, the amount of stock 


} ors Under the act of 1837; as it is properly a ques-| owned by the commonwealth proper in the banks, 


tion for judicial construction, should it arise, I for- 


far to express any opinion with regard to it. 
While j 


t would be unjust and injurious to the cor- 


the state stock held by the banks, and the relations 
of debtor and creditor, which exist between these 
several corporations, and between each of them and 


Porations and individuals, unnecessarily to expose| the state, however convenient they may be found in 
F Private credit, publicity as to the general results of] practice, render the accounts of our finances really 


Bank b 
E lions more safe and useful. 


"K Dusiness, is calculated to render these institu- 


very intricate. The aggregate public debt of the 





The quarterly reports, | state is about $6,720,948. 


is hoped, will ere long become productive. The 
aggregate of debt, viz: $6,720,948, and the aggre- 
gate of funds, viz: $12,066,187 30, both include 
the sum of $1,247,862 91, of state certificates held 
by institutions under the control of the state, or in 
fact by the state itself. Deducting this amount, the 
debt of the state will be reduced to the sum of 
$5,473,086. In estimating the public debt, it is 
proper to regard the amount of subscriptions autho- 
ried, but not yet applied for, on account of some 
contemplated isnprovements, viz: $2,787,520. 

It will be several years before any considerable 
portion of our debt is redeemable, and many years 
before it is entirely so. There is, therefore, ample 
time, and in my estimation, abundant reason, for 
the establishment of an adequate sinking fund, 
which will render the redemption of our debt gra- 
dual and easy; and if,in the mean time, the stocks 
owned by the state and not now productive, shall 
become so, their proceeds can be applied to aug- 
ment this fund, or to such other purposes as the in- 
terests of the commonwealth may require. 

The actual deficit in the revenue of the last fiscal 
year, exceeded the estimate of the last general as- 
sembly, and made it necessary for the executive, 
under the act of March, 18, 1840, to authorise the 
treasurer to borrow from time to time from the Bank 
of Virginia, the Farmers’ and the Exchange bank, 
the sum of $175,700, prior to the Istof October, 
and $25,000 since that period. If the policy of 
loans generally is questionable, there can be no 
doubt that it is impolitic to borrow to meet the or- 
dinary expenses of government. The necessity for 
imposing the tax is only postponed, and its burden 
is finally increased by the accumulation of interest. 
This policy of loans in time of peace, commenced 
so long since, and has been so gradually connected 
with the operations of our treasury, that it is diffi- 
cult even now to put an end to it at once, unless an 
advantageous disposition can be made of some of 
the stocks held by the state. As very little of the 
revenue which you may assess will be received into 
the treasury before the Ist of October next, anda 
large portion of the revenue now in the treasury, 
will be required to pay the banks on the 15th of the 
present month, it will be necessary to provide some 
temporary means of supplying the deficiency. The 
value of all stocks is of so peculiar and delicate a 
nature, that a peremptory sale of any large amount, 
must always affect the price and cause a sacrifice. 
A discretionary authority to sell, with some alterna- 
tive provision, in case asale cannot be effected on 
advantageous terms, is probably the only means by 
which our stocks can be used to anawer the imme- 
diate demands of the treasury. 

The banks, which promptly aided thé common- 
wealth during the past year, were required by an 
act of the last session, to furnish means of paying 
the interest on the public debt, in specie or its equi- 
valent, when demanded by the public creditors. So 
far as this demand was made, they were subjected 
to a loss of the difference between specie and cur- 
rent notes, and as it was incurred for the accommo- 
dation of the state, I submit whether it is not proper 
to relieve thein from it. 

The public warehouse at Petersburg, the property 
of the state, is represented as being entirely unpro- 
ductive, and a charge on the treasury. I suggest, 
therefore, whether it be not expedient to authorise 
its sale. It is eligibly situated, and may command 
its value. 

I recommend to your consideration the bill pre- 
pared with great care by our experienced first audi- 
tor, and submitted to the general assembly at its last 
session, on the subject of our revenue laws. 

In 1837, the executive loaned $98,065 83, part of 
the federal surplus, to the Richmond and Petersburg 
\ rail road company, reserving the right to adopt cer- 
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tain precautionary measures to ensure the payment 
of interest, &c. The attention of this company was 
called during the past year to the amount in arrear, 
when a proposition was made for the executive to 
accept a draft on the board of eee works for the 
amount of $100,000, that sum being the balance of 
a loan of $150,000, authorised by the act of March 
30, 1838, to be made from the board of public works 
to this company. This arrangement was acceded to 
by this department, which leaves a balance of 11,993 
dollars and 86 cents still due to the commonwealth 
from the company, and give the commonwealth her 
own bonds to the amount of $100,000. 

Internal improvements. The advantages of an en- 
ergetic and judicious system of internal improve- 
ment have been too long and too extensively felt 
throughout the commonwealth to require any spe- 
culative recommendation to your attention. This 
may now be regarded as part of the settled policy 
of Virginie, and it only remains for us to reap the 
fruits of our experience, and render our future etforts 
more practical, by supplying those defects which 
have become apparent either in the design or the 
execution of our plans. The large fund which at 
an early period was set apart and dedicated to this 
purpose, though it has received considerable acces- 
sions from time to time, has been found inadequate 
to the demands of our state, and a series of loans 
have been authorised, to enable the state to meet its 
engagements as a stockholder in joint stock compa- 
nies, or as sole proprietor of these works. The ag- 
gregate of these loans now negotiated in one form or 
other amounts to $6,286,284. Authority has been 

iven to negotiate loans to the amount of 2,787,520 
Tillers. which has not been applied for, and a con- 
siderable part of which will probably never be re- 
quired. The actual fund for internal improvement 
now productive, may be estimated at $2,714,278 41. 
The interest paid during the last fiscal year on loans 
for various objects of interal improvement was 
$347,192 65. The actual product of internal im- 
provement companies during that period was 19,327 
dollars and 03 cents, or about four per cent. on the 
sum of $479,662, held by the state in thirteen com- 
panies. The act of April 9, 1838, provides that the 
stock procured by the state in any company by 
means of loans, with the dividends on it, and the 
income from state works executed by means of loans, 
shall be considered a fund for the payment of interest 
on the loan, and for its ultimate redemption. And 
if the income from these sources, together with the 
income of the fund for internal improvement, should 
be inadequate to pay the interest on such loans, the 
auditor is directed, on the application of the board 
of public works to supply the deficiency from the 
treasury. And if the treasury should be insufficient 
at the time to meet the demand, the board of public 
works are authorised to borrow the necessary amount 
from the banks. It will be perceived that our pub- 
lic works and the general fund have not been suffi- 
ciently productive to meet the interest on these loans, 
and that the sum of $239,700 has been required from 
the treasury for that purpose. 

While a wise and benificent government would 
never engage in a system of internal improvement 
with an exclusive view to its profit asa stockholder, 
and while the state frequently derives more from the 
multiplied sources of its general revenue through its 
treasury than from its property in these works, it is 
still proper that every effort should be made to ren- 
der the system sufficiently productive, at least, to 
sustain itself. Though it is the same thing to the 
commonwealth whether its revenue is derived in the 
form of dividends from a turnpike, or as a tax on 
lands, the value of which has been enhanced by its 
construction, there is a difference to the citizen who 
lives remote from the line of the improvement.— 
With the exception of some portions of the state 
where the lands are fertile and the population, for 
want of access to market, is still sparce, it is un- 
doubtedly true that those works for which there is 
really a necessity, will, when properly constructed 
and managed, always sustain themselves. In cases 
where these exceptions occur, it is often sound po- 
licy, even in a fiscal point of view, to augment the 
means of general revenue by appropriations where 
no return is expected in the form of tolls or divi- 
dends. But it is otherwise on our great lines of im- 
provement. Justice to the stockholders and to the 
citizens of the state at large, requires that these 
should sustain themselves. No. argument against 
the general policy of internal improvement is fairly 
inferrible from the unproductive character of some 
of our public works. ‘This fact may show that er- 
rors have been committed in the original plan in the 
execution or management of particular works, but 
it shows no more. It is sometimes the result of fal- 
lacious estimates, either as to the cost or the product 
ot the work; sometimes it proceeds from want of 
proper economy and vigor in its management, or 
irom the want of adequate_tolls where the tonnage 
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is sufficient. The business of joint stock companies 
is apt to fall eventually into the hands of a few per- 
sons, who, from inattention to the mass of stockhol- 
ders, acquire, by means of proxies or otherwise, the 
control of the corporation. The directors them- 
selves, especially in smaller companies, frequently 
neglect to comply with the requisitions of the law 
and reasonable public expectation, in superintend- 
ing and stimulating the interests confided to their 
care. 

The present is a favorable period for an examina- 
tion into the defects of our system, and correcting 
them by the aid of an experience which will not 
have been dearly bought, if it imparts more success- 
ful energy, and more judicious discrimination to our 
future plans. It would be unjust to expect from 
some of these companies more than they could have 
accomplished in the short time of their existence, 
particularly as many of them are yet struggling with 
difficulties, incident to new experiments. It is 
gratifying to perceive that many of them are in- 
creasing their usefulness and _ their gee and we 
may hope, that with additional zeal, they will yet 
realize the expectations they have excited, when 
the various links are complete which will connect 
the chain of our northern and southern, and our 
eastern and western commerce. The large amount 
of stock held by the state in these companies, and 
the heavy liabilities incurred on their account, sug- 
gest the necessity of lending them all the indulgence 
and aid in our power, to sustain and render them 
productive. Ina financial point of view alone, this 
would be proper, where there is reasonable ground 
to expect, that works which yield nothing now, 
could be made productive by the fostering care of 
the state. Though it is time that we should look 
closely to the productive capacity of our stocks, 
still the general effects of the system of improve- 
ment cannot be estimated in dollars and cents.— 
These lines of communication serve to strengthen 
every fie which unites us as citizens of the same 
state, and as citizens of the union. They are cal- 
culated not only to convert the rude wilderness into 
cultivated farms and beautiful hamlets, but to tem- 
per the unsocial passions which solitude and seclu- 
sion are too apt to cherish in the human bosom.— 
Every highway is a school, where man learns that 
he violates the first law of his nature when he lives 
only for himself, and his intelligence, and his virtue 
expand with his social relations. 

I refer you to the report of the board of public 
works for the details of the last year’s operations.— 
Great inconvenience is felt from the irregularity of 
the reports from many of the companies, and from 
the imperfect manner in which others are inade out. 

Accompanied by the second auditor, (who pos- 
sesses an intimate and accurate knowledge of our 

lans of education and improvement), I visited dur- 
ing the year, the Dismal Swamp canal, the Ports- 
mouth and Roanoke rail road, the Petersburg rail 
road, the City Point rail road, the Richmond and 
Petersburg rail road, the Louisa rail road, the Val- 
ley turnpike, the Northwestern turnpike, the turn- 
pike from Guyandotte to Covington, besides several 
minor improvements, which are either complete, or 
in progress of execution. The Dismal Swamp ca- 
nal, connecting as it does by a beautiful and well 
constructed work, the waters of Albemarle sound 
with those of the Chesapeake, is destined to open to 
our great seaport of the south, the valuable trade of 
that portion of North Carolina which lies north of 
Cape Fear river, and in connection with our rail 
roads to bind the hitherto intimate relations of that 
state with our own still more indissolubly together. 
The Valley turnpike is nearly complete, and will 
contribute considerably to the tonnage of the Win- 
chester and Potomac railroad. It isa McAdamized 
road, a species of improvement, better adapted to 
the accommodation of our internal trade, and to the 
habits of our farmers, than the more expensive 
transportation of the rail road: and I would recom- 
rived its extension through the valley and to the 
Tennessee lire, as soon as our resources can again 
be brought into active requisition. The south- 
western part of our state is entitled to an improve- 
ment adequate to its own intrinsic importance, and 
to the superior advantages it possesses as the nearest 
route of trade and travel from our seaboard to Ten- 
nessee, and to the states beyond it. The Richmond, 
Fredericksburg and Potomac rail road company are 
making vigorous efforts to complete their line be- 
tween the Rappahannock and Potomac, which will 
add very much to their income, and to the public 
accommodation. The Northwestern turnpike is an 
enterprise in every respect worthy of the state. It 
stretches from the termination of the Winchester 
and Potomac rail road to Parkersburg on the Ohio, 
through a country formerly almost inaccessible, but 
now increasing rapidly in population and wealth.— 
It is becoming a productive work, and its usefulness 
would be greatly increased by being capped at some 















points with stone. The James River and Kanay), 
company are urging forward their great work, and 
the canal having been opened nearly to Lynchby, 
we are warranted in the anticipation that the tol 
will soon disembarrass the company, and contribyt, 
very much to aid the future operations of the state 
A large amount of the script issued by this company 
has been converted into bonds, to which the 
surer has affixed the guaranty of the state pursuant t, 
the act of 23d March, 1839; and as some of thes 
bonds have been sold in the market under par, jt j, 
perhaps cue to the company, as well as the stat, 
that the precise extent of the commonwealthi’s |ja. 
bility should be more clearly known. 

I would recommend a thorough examination jnt, 
the affairs of all our principal internal improvement 
companies, particularly into their fiscal concer, 
Their relations to the state render it proper, in 
estimation, that they should be looked into with 
more precision than can generally be done through 
their annual reports. 

I have visited our Junatic asylums, and was gra. 
tified to find them in good order, and under an ad. 
mirable system of management. It is to be regret. 
ted, that so many of the unfortunate class for whose 
benefit they are designed, should be confined in jails 
so long as to incur great expense to the state, anq 
to render their cure more doubtful when they are 
admitted to the hospitals. The commonwealth 
sustains a considerable loss for want of means to 
ensure collections from the estates of lunatics in the 
hands of committees. I feel bound to acknowledge 
the gratitude which is due to the physicians and di. 
rectors of these institutions, for their assiduous at. 
tention and improved modes of treatment which 
they are introducing. 

Education. Our primary schools are undergoing 
a gradual improvement, and their effects are begin. 
ning to be extersively felt throughout the state, 
This is one of those operations of government which 
is so silent and slow, that the casual observer, or 
the impatient philanthropist, is scarcely sensible of 
its advantages. It has been too much the fashion 
to deride our common schools without examining 
them. The friendless orphan and the indigent 
child are not apt to attract attention when surround- 
ed by more conspicuous objects, and the benevolent 
designs of government, which to them, stands in 
the relation of a parent, can be fulfilled only by 
seeking them out from obscurity and watching over 
their humble progress. Experience has shewn 
that the state scholars, when properly attended, will 
compare favorably with the others, and the number 
of then who have attained to usefulness and high 
distinction, has more than compeusated their coun- 
try for the cost of fostering them. The system 
may be, and should be rendered much more useful 
than itis; but this cannot be done by complaints of 
its real or imagined defects, but by active and per- 
severing efforts to secure the appointment of proper 
agents in its administration. ‘The extent of its use- 
fulness depends chiefly on the school commission- 
ers, and if we can secure a general and faithful 
execution of the laws in their true spirit, it is incal- 
culable. The public are already greatly indebted 
to those commissioners who have regarded their 
stations as they really are, as practically among the 
most important under our government, and who 
have devoted proper attention to a service involving 
some trouble and no pecuniary profit. I think it 
important that the county courts should attend more 
strictly to these appointments, and I would recom- 
mend, that the powers of school commissioners 
should be enlarged, so as to authorise them to select 
annually, from prescribed districts, a certain num- 
ber of poor boys of extraordinary promise, who 
shall receive a more complete education at the ex- 
pense of the literary fund, and who shall be required 
in turn to reimburse the state, by serving for a limit: 
ed time in the capacity of teachers in the primary 
schools. I think it important also, that the books 
for these schovis should be selected with more cate. 
Some of those now in use are designed to create 
prejudices in the minds of our youth against our 
own institutions. 

It is desirable that correct information should be 
possessed by each: of the states as to the institutions 
and laws of the others; and with a view to this, I 
would suggest the propriety of inviting a more ge 
neral interchange with the other states of those do- 
cuments which will make us mutually better ac- 
quainted. The most ludicrous and extravagant ex- 
aggerations of our condition, and of the bad effects 
of cai schemes of public education, have been pub- 
lished in other states by persons whose ignorance 
would scarcely excuse such gross injustice from the 
press of the most distant nations of the earth. i 
3,119 schools, we have now 26,732 poor children, - 
ai average annual expense of ¢2 64, while In 182 
only 3,298 were educated at an average of $7 03, 
which shows that as the number of children deriv 
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-o¢ the benefits of the system has increased, the ex- 
ing ses of their education have greatly diminished. 
he district schools which have succeeded so well 


elsewhere, and are so admirably adapted to a dense 


opulation, require large contributions in aid of the 
appropriations from the state. Where one dollar is 
expended on this plan from the means of the state, 
it has been found necessary to raise several dollars 
from rivate sources and local taxation. It never- 
theless farnishes an example worthy of our atten- 
tive consideration, and perhaps the best means of 
securing its ultimate adoption will be the extension 
of our present plan, until the necessity of education 
ig more generally felt, and private efforts shall co- 
operate with the public means to establish schools in 
every neighborhood which will be accessable to all. 

Our university and colleges continue to maintain 
their high reputation for learning, and to dispense 
the blessings of scientific education, not only to our 
own youth, but to those of many other states. 

The university and the great interests of educa- 
tion, however, have sustained a very serious and 
melancholy loss in the deaths of professors Bonny- 
castle and Davis. The latter gentleman has met an 
untimely and tragical end, which has deprived his 
state of a most useful and valued citizen, and so- 
ciety of a generous and valued friend. Suitable ar- 
rangements are about to be made, it is believed, by 
the visitors for conducting the regular exercises in 
the classes left vacant by these sad dispensations. 

The number of our academies for the instruction 
of both sexes is increasing, and the standard of edu- 
cation has improved with the supply of competent 
teachers. 

The institution for the education of the deaf and 
dumb and blind, at Staunton, has admitted a num- 
ber of pupils during the past year, and I feel assur- 
ed from my own observation that the tutors and of- 
ficers spare no pains to fulfil the munificent designs 
of the state. The building has been commenced on 
a scale commensurate with the character of an in- 
stitution liberally endowed for such purposes. 

Defence. Isubmit the report of the visitors to the 
Virginia military institute, and after a personal in- 
spection, I feel it to be my duty to recommend this 
institution to your very favorable consideration.— 
Its officers and instructors seem to be peculiarly 
qualified for their stations. The school combines 
the method and discipline of the camp with the ad- 
vantages of the lecture room. It is emphatically a 
state institution, where on very moderate terms, the 
benefits of scientific and practical military education 
aie imparted to the cadets of the commonwealth, 
and toa number of young men who defray theirown 
expenses. I found the public arms at the arsenal 
in excellent order. The cadets from this institution 
will annually be enrolled in our militia, and will 
contribute essentially to improve the present defec- 
tive organization and discipline of this most natural 
and safe defence ofa free country. I commend to 
you the suggestions of our experienced librarian in 
his last annual report on the subject of a suituble 
library for this institution. 

I recommend to your attention the defects in our 
inilitia system, noticed inthe reportof the adjutant 
general. The exact strength of our militia can 
never be ascertained under the imperfect returns 
which are now made. Itisofthe utmost importance 
that the duty of enrolling and reporting our entire 
force accurately, should be enjoined under adequate 
penalties, and that our rank and file should be dis- 
Unectly arranged in corps according to the service 
for which they are destined. This is perhaps all 
that is attainable as to the body of our militia, in 
lime of peace, without incurring very serious ex- 
pense and inconvenience, but I regard this as indis- 
pensable. In order to form the materials for a prompt 
and efficient force in time of war, it is necessary 
either to adopt a better plan for training our officers, 
or to organize our volunteer corps into one or more 
distinet brigades, capable of taking the field on an 
emergency and serving as ralying points for the 
troops of the line. 

The swords voted by the general assembly to cer- 
tain officers or their representatives have been at 
length completed, and suitable arrangements will be 
inade for their presentation, when they are received. 

I have received the resignation of brigadier gene- 
ral J. W. Pegram of the 15th brigade, occasioned 
by his his removal from the limits of his command. 

The work at the armory and on the quar- 
ters of the officers of the public guard has been 
®xecuted according to the design of the last gene- 
ral assembly. Many of the arms returned to 
the armory are in a condition unfit for repair. I 
have endeavored to require more frequent and rigid 
inspections of the arms distributed, but would re- 
Commend the subject as one which calls for your 
attention. 

The examinations of various parts of the capitol, 

* arrangements as to the hose, buckets, &c. have 





been attended to pursuant to directions of the last 
general assembly, and the particulars will be re- 
ported by the proper officers. I cannot forbear to 
call your attention to the condition of the capitol, 
and to remind you of the necessity to which my pre- 
decessors have so often adverted, of providing more 
room for the preservation of our most valuable re- 
cords, and the transaction of indispensable public 
business. 

A number of the journals of the general assembly, 
and some of them during the most interesting epochs 
of our history, have never been printed, and as the 
manuscript is exposed to accidents and decay, it de- 
serves your consideration, whether it should not be 
printed with a convenient index. 

The reports of the superintendent and board of 
directors of the penitentiary will inform you of the 
general condition of that institution and its accounts 
during the year. 

The revision of the criminal code, provided for 
some years since, bas not been completed, in con- 
sequence of the protracted indisposition of the dis- 
tinguished gentleman to whow it has been confided. 

I have to announce to you the death of Richard 
E, Parker, esq. one of the judges of the court of 
appeals, long known and appreciated as a distin- 
guished jurist and estimable man. 

The police of our common jails is believed to be 
some times very defective under the present laws, 
as white persons and blacks. debtors, felons and lu- 
natics, are occasionally confined in the same apart- 
ments. I recommend to your consideration the ex- 
pediency of abolishing imprisonment for debt alto- 
gether. Civil executions are intended to subject 
the property, not the persons, of debtors to the pay- 
ment of their debts. Imprisonment as a remedy is 
not necessary to the creditor’s rights, and asa punish- 
ment, it visits the misfortunes rather than the crimes 
of its victims. Its constraints are ineffectual as to 
the fraudulent, and unnecessary as to the honest 
debtor. By rendering final process on judgments 
effectual, to reach lands and choses in action, justice 
may be done without retaining ignoininy as one of 
its attributes. 

I have received copies of resolutions, &c. of the 
legislature of New York on the subject of the pub- 
lic lands of the United States: of the legislature of 
Connecticut on the same subject, and others on the 
subject of the tariff: of the legislatures of the states 
of Maine and Indiana on the subject of the north- 
eastern boundary of the United States: of the legis- 
lature of Kentucky on the subject of the public 
lands of the United States. All of which are here- 
with communicated. 

I have also received, and now communicate, co- 
pies of certain resolutions and other proceedings of 
the people of Georgetown, and of other citizens re- 
sident in the District of Columbia, complaining of 
the legislation of cengress, and contemplating a re- 
trocession of a portion of the territory of that Dis- 
trict to the state of Maryland. 

Presidential. I would invite your earnest atten- 
tion to the defects of our laws regulating the elec- 
tion of electors of president and vice president of 
the United States. They are so obvious, and some 
doubt existing whether the act of March 16, 1832, 
was still in force, that I hesitated at one time whe- 
ther it was not the duty of this department to con- 
vene the legislature. But as this act had been ac- 
quiesced in in 1836, I determined, after adopting all 
the precautions within the reach of the executive, 
in order to give a fair and unbiassed expression to 
the popular will, to leave the execution of that act, 


defective as it is, to the intelligence and justice of 


the people. While difficulties may occur in the ex- 
ecution of any law on this subject, and while ma- 
tual complaints of those conducting such an elec- 
tion, may be expected in times of high party excite- 
ment, no instance of intentional violation or neglect 
of duty on the part of the commissioners, has come 
to the knowledge of this department. The imput- 
ed frauds on the elective franchise, now so frequent 
in every part of our country, admonish us that it is 
necessary to guard its excercise as we would che- 
rish the foundation on which our government rests. 
Its purity and independence are indispensable to 
the permanence of free institutions. Without these, 
parties degenerate into factions, and government 
itself into a mere form of despotism. 

The late presidential election, after being can- 
vassed with unprecedented zeal and excitement, has 
terminated, I trust, auspicously for the general wel- 
fare of our country. The repose which follows 
these struggles, and the cheerful deference with 
which the will of the majority is acknowledged and 
acquiesced in, furnish the most encouraging omens 
to the friends of human liberty, and exhibit the ma- 
jesty of the people in an aspect which astound the 
few, who still claim the right in other countries to 
govern the many. A victory gained by the suffra- 
ges of a free people over countrymen who have dif- 
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io of the constitution endure, in the mixed _ 


fered from the majority about their common inter- 
ests, is not an occasion of mere party triumph, but 
for the united efforts of all men and all parties who 
desire to reform what is wrong, and to perpetuate 
what is valuable in our government. 

T. W. GILMER. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The electoral vote of this state was given to Mr. 
Van Buren for president and L. W. Tazewell, for 
vice president. 

U. S. senator. The hon. John G. Colhoun was 
unanimously re-elected by the legislature of this 
state to be a senator of the United States from that 
state for six years from the 4th day of March next, 
when his present term of service will expire. 


GEORGIA. 

United States senator. The legislature of Georgia, 
on the 4th instant, proceeded to the election of a 
senator of the United States for six years from the 
4th of March next, when Mr. Lumpkin’s term of 
service expires. On counting the ballots it was 
found that Joun McPnrerson Berrien bad a ma- 
jority of votes, and he was declared elected. 


Banks. The Milledgeville Recorder of the 24th 
ult. says:—The joint committee on banks to whom 
the several bills reiative to specie payments by the 
banks were referred, have reported a bill, requiring 
the banks to resume specie payment on all their lia- 
bilities, on the first day of February, 1841. On 
failure of any bank so to resume, the governor is to 
cause judicial proceedings to be instituted for the 
forfeiture of its charter, and the assignment of its 
assets. The governor is authorised to employ coun- 
sel in aid of the solicitors general. The bills of 
such defaulting banks are not to be received for any 
public dues—except those of the Central bank, and 
those only for taxes and debts. 


ALABAMA. 
Extract from the message of governor Bagby. 

Domestic slavery. The disposition unhappily ma- 
nifested in so many quarters, and in such a variety 
of shapes, to interfere with the question of domestic 
slavery in those states where it exists under the 
sanction of the constitution, and which to my mind, 
has so cleatly assumed a political aspect, and to 
threaten the stability of the government, by putting 
in most imminent peril the safety of the southern 
people, renders it an imperious duty to bring the 
subject to the notice of the legislature. 

It will not be expected, ina communication of 
this kind, that I should enter upon a defénce of sla- 
very, either practically, as it exists in this country, 
or as a question of abstract moral right. Although 
it is believed, notwithstanding the depraved and 
morbid sensibility manifested upon the subject, that 
the truth of the following propositions is clearly de- 
wnonstrable—that negroes in the slaveholding states 
of this union, enjoy the necessaries of life, in greater 
abundance than the laboring poor, or those who have 
to labor for subsistence, in any country under the 
sun; and that they have fewer cares fanaticistn itself 
will admit. Second: That if they were emancipat- 
ed, it would make their condition worse instead of 
better. Third: Slavery will always exist, as it al- 
ways has existed in every age and country, under 
every form of governinent and modification of hu- 
man society, in some form, and that that class are 


| better adapted to the condition of servitude than any 
(other. Fourth: Experience has already proven, that 


all atteinpts at colonization in the country whence 
they originally came, are futile and hopeless. Fifth: 
If the American slaves could be colonized, they 
would descend to the condition of the natives, in- 


,stead of imparting the benefit of their limited intor- 


mation and civilization tothem. Sixth: That sla- 
very existed from the earliest generations after the 
deluge, if not with the express sanction of the Di- 
vine will, without any prohibition; and that the in- 
spired apostles fully recognised it, as an institation 
sanctioned by the Almighty himself. Seventh: 
There is not a country in Europe in which servitude 
(loes not exist, ina more oppressive and degrading 
form, than the system of slavery in the United 
States. If these propositions are true, what modern 
teacher of morality is entitled to the discovery that 
slavery isa great moral evil, the weight of which 
is sinking the character of this country below the 
standard maintained by the Goths and Vandals? Was 
it the great and eminent men who framed the con- 
stitution, and who were at least as pious, as humane 
and intelligent, as these abolition harpies, who are 
laboring to subvert an institution as old as society 
itself, and which, notwithstanding all their efforts, 
will be co-existent with il? 

The frainers of the constitution expressly recog- 
nised the existence of slavery, by including slaves 
in the ratio of representation; viewing them as they 
are, and as they must continue to be, while the prin- 
of persons and property. 


If it be within the de- 
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crees of omnipotence, that the distinctions of rank 
and color are to vanish and be done away, and the 
servant is to be free from his master, it will only be 
when the institutions of human society shall give 
place to that state of things, in the ordering out of 
which human agency can have no control, and 
which can neither be accelerated nor postponed by 
human exertions. Slavery in some form will always 
exist. It is one of the incidents of society, a me- 
lanchioly one if you please, but it has existed froin 
the foundation of the world, and exist it will till time 
shall be no more. 

But while we insist upon our rights, we should 
never be insensible to our duties, as masters. The 
relation of master and servant is one of vast impor- 
tance both in a moral and political point of view— 
more important, perhaps, than any which now ex- 
ists. The other social relations are viewed in the 
saine light by all civilized nations; nor is it easy to 
conceive of any cause likely to disturb them. With 
the relation of master and servant this, unhappily, 
is not the case. Let us then, froin an exalted sense 
of what is dne to ourselves, and from a sacred _ re- 
gard to humanity and justice, so fulfil this relation 
as to put those, who are disposed officiously to in- 
terfere with our rights, to shame; and to prove our- 
selves worthy of the superior possession in the scale 
of being, in which it has pleased Divine Providence 
to place us. I feel no assurance, however, that the 
most righteous course on our part will ensure our 
future tranquillity 7. this subject—indeed, from 
present indications Lam strongly inclined to think 
that it will not. A fervent attachment to the union 
of the states, and an ardent desire that that union 
might be perpetuated has rendered me averse to the 
agitation of anv question that would be likely to 
weaken the bonds which unite us as one people. 
There is, however, a point in public, as well as pri- 
vate affairs, beyond which forbearance ceases to be 
a virtue. And when we see regularly organized 
societies for the avowed purpose. of abolishing sla- 
very, infesting considerable portions of our country, 
disseminating their pestilential doctrines in every 
direction—when we see American citizens, unmind- 
ful of all the obligations that ought to bind thei to 
their country, contederating with foreigners for the 
purpose of disturbing rights secured to us by a com- 
pact to which the states of the union are parties— 
when we see the halls of congress flooded session 
after session with petitions asserting the right of 
congress to abolish slavery in the District of Colum. 
bia, (no doubt with a view of extending the same 
principle to the states) and to inhibit the traffic i: 
slaves between the states, and importuning them to 
exert it—when we see the question of abolition 
made atest for the highest offices in many of the 
states—when we see state legislatures, in their 
highest representative capacity, adopting resolutions 
denouncing slavery as apolitical evil, and one that 
ought to be abolished—when we behold the legisla- 
ture of one state enacting laws giving to ranaway 
slaves the right of trial by jury to decide upon the 
question of property in said slave, and the trial to 
take place ina community where slavery is daily 
denounced as a curse, and slaveholders as mon- 
sters and tyrants; and the governor of another state 
refusing to surrender persons charged with Stealing 
slaves when demanded by the proper authority— 
when we see the two branches of the legislature of 
one of the oldest states in the union, pass a bill 
through both houses of the general assemby, lega- 
lizing marriage between negroes and white people, 
and the country only saved from the disgrace of such 
a measure by the veto of the governor—when we 
behold, in various quarters of the union, the profes- 
sors of a pure and holy religion, and the pretended 
disciples of its divine and immaculate author, de- 
claring that slavery is a sin, which admits neither of 
extenuation nor excuse, and throwing their exer- 
tions into the streatn that threatens to overwhelm 
us, by inciting our slaves to acts of rebellion, insur- 
rection and murder; it is time to awake froin the 
state of fancied security in which we have hitherto 
reposed. k : . 

Neither are the exerlions making in other coun- 
tries, calculated to allay our apprehensions upon this 
subject. Within the present year a convention, at 
which some Americans, unworthy of the name, 
were present as members, was holden in the metro- 
polis of the British empire, the object of which was 
the abolition of negro slavery, throughout the world. 
And the proceedings of this foreign convention, 
aiming a fatal blow at the rights and safety of one 
entire section of the United States, has been herald- 
ed through the public mail under the official frank 
of the representatives of a portion of the people of 
the United States. Perhaps it is not so remarkable 
that religious fanatics and political zealots in Eng- 
land, shuddering at the recollection of the horrors 
of the African slave trade, which combined in its 
practice the dreadful crime of kidnapping, piracy 





and murder, andin which the Duteh and English 
were the first, and beyond all comparison the greatest 
offenders, should be anxious to expatiate their own 
sins by attempting to disturb the relation of master 
and slave in other countries; but it is greatly to be 
regretted that any portion of the people of this 
country should be so much under the influence of 
their ancient tyrannical masters as to have fallen into 
the same unhappy delusion. 

It is possible, that southern statesmen, fired with 
just indignation at the repeated efforts of northern 
and eastern members of congress to interfere with 
rights secured to them by the constitution of the 
common country, may have erred in refusing to re- 
ceive petitions upon the subject of abolishing sla- 
very. It may be possible that this subject is em- 
braced within the comprehensive principle of the 
inalienable right of petition. If so, that right should 
be maintained inviolate. The petitions should be 
received, referred to a committee of abolitionists, 
who seem to set themselves up as the peculiar guar- 
dians of humanity and justice, with instructions to 
report their views, in order that we may be fully ap- 
prised of the extent of their designs. If, on the 
other hand, this subject does not fall within the 
scope of the right of petition, it ought to be made 
felony by a law of the United States to present them. 
For if the right to present such petitions be not an 
inalienable one, it is impossible to conceive of any 
act fraught with more dreadful consequences, or the 
perpetration of which would justly merit more 
highly penal enactments to suppress. My own 
opinion is that the only way in which the ques- 
tion could be presented as a cdebateable one, would 
be on a proposition to amend the constitution in this 
respect. 

In view of the dangers impending over us, I 
respectfully suggest to the general assembly the in- 
dispensable necessity of presenting to the otherstates 
of this union, and to the world, the views we enter- 
tain upon this subject, and which we intend to insist 
upon in every emergency, and are resolved to main- 
tain at every hazzard. I also recommend the adop- 
tion of the most effectual measures for suppressing 
unlawful assemblages of negroes, and the circula- 
tion of incendiary publications and speeches among 
them, and a careful revision and improvement of the 
patrol laws. It is also believed to be a matter of 
imperious necessity, and therefore respectfully re- 
coinmended, to hold a convention of the slaveholding 
states, at such time and place as may be deemed 
most advisable, in order that we may be enabled, 
upon full consultation with those whose rights stand 
upon the same footing with our own, to adopt the 
most effectual measures for our mutual happiness 
and safety. It is perfectly idle for us, no matter 
what may be the depth and the sincerity of our at- 
tachment to that instrument, to be clinging to the 
forms of the constitution, while its substance is daily 
yielding to the rude tide of innovation and fanati- 
cisin, which is constantly lashing against it. And 
if contrary to all the pleasing anticipations of the 
past, that instrument shall fail to secure to us the 
great essential objects contemplated by its illustrious 
founders, it becomes our duty, not only as patriots, 
but as rational beings, acting under the powerful in- 
stinct of self-preservation, to provide new guards 
for our future security. I am deliberately convinced 
in my own mind that the period has arrived for the 
people of the sonth to act, and to act efficiently on 
this subject, or their weight and importanee in the 
scale of national existence will be lost, and their 
safety endangered forever. And it is a consoling 
reflection, that whatever contrariety of opinion may 
exist among southern men upon other subjects, they 
wiil be true to themselves, and to the compromises 
of the constitution, and feel and act in relation toit, 
as one man. ’ 

Electing members of congress by general ticket. 
With the view to concentrate more perfectly the 
political energies of the state as far as practicable, and 
of consummating the genuine state rights doctrine, 
I beg leave, respectfully to suggest the propriety of 
changing the mode of electing members of congress 
by districts, and of substituting instead thereof, the 
general ticket system. Every state entitled to a se- 
parate independent existence, is supposed to posses 
a sovereign will, constituted, according to the theory 
of onr government, of the opinions and wishes of a 
majority of the people. This sovereign will, when 
ascertained according to the provisions of the con- 
stitution, forms, after ail, the great operative princi- 
ples of representative democratic government. Hence 
in elections, whatever method is most likely to ob- 
tain an expression of that will, and to carry it out in 
practice, is inost congenial to the true theory of our 
form of government. According to the principles 
of the constitution, the people of the states are 
represented in the popular branch of the legisla- 
ture—the people of the states in their aggregate 
sovereign capacity—and if it be true, that the will 





of this aggregate sovereign constitutes the great 
cardinal and distinctive feature of representative 
government, it would seem to follow, inevitab}, 
that whatever method was most likely to ascertaiy, 
that sovereign will, and preserve it entire, is mog 
conformable not only to the spirit of the coustity. 
tion, but most conducive to the perpetuity of the 
sovereignty of the states. The general ticket Sys. 
tem, is not only believed to be defensible upon prin. 
ciple, but to be perfectly equitable in practice, It 
gives to a majority of the whole people of the state 
at all times, whatever may be their political Opinions 
the entire undivided weight of the whole represen, 
tation in congress. Whereas the district system 
not only tends to engender an attachment to sec. 
tional or local interests, at the expense of the Whole, 
and sometimes to nourish a factious spirit, but to 
weaken the force of the state representation; and, 
in soine instances, to paralyze it altogether in the 
national legislature. It may be said, however, that 
itis nore convenient to elect by districts; and that 
persons so elected, are more likely to be informed 
particularly of the various and minute interests of the 
district, than if they were selected from the state at 
large, and elected by general ticket. 

This argument naturally divides itself into two 
branches. Upon the first it may be remarked, that 
most arguments derived froin the mere consideration 
of convenience, ought to be scrutinized with grea{ 
caution, as not unfrequently involving a violation of 
or departure from principle. The second member 
of the proposition is believed to be equally destitute 
of any solid foundation. In the first place, it may 
be safely assumed that under the general ticket 
system, the most suitable and talented individuals, 
would not only be apt to be indicated by public opi- 
nion, but would be selected from the different sec. 
tions of the state, and would have their claims and 
qualifications endorsed by a majority of the people 
of the whole state, instead of a majority of a parti- 
cular district. And it will hardly be contended that 
any one is qualified for a seat in congress, whose 
knowledge is so limited as to be confined to the 
wishes, wants or interests, of a_ particular district. 
Under every aspect of the question, I am so well 
satisfied that the general ticket system is most con- 
sonant to our democratic representative system, that 
J recommend it to the most favorable consideration 
of the legislature. I am not unaware that the time, 
and the circumstances under which this recommen- 
dation is made, and when every proposition ofa 
public nature, is scrutinized with proper, and some- 
times with rigid severity, may subject the proposi- 
tionitself to animadversion, and the motives which 
prompt it, to misconception and misrepresentation. 
Bat 1 should consider myself peculiarly unfitted for 
public employment in these times, and utterly un- 
worthy of the confidence I enjoy, and which I hope 
to continue to merit, if I could, fora moment, permit 
the hope of applause, or the fear of censure, to ren- 
der me insensible to the sacred obligations of official 
duty. 

it will not be expected, that I should notice all the 
topics which will meet your attention, during the 
deliberations of your present session, I console my- 
self with the reflection, that whatever may be omit- 
ted will be supplied by your superior intelligence; 
and that the people will find in your patriotism and 
virtue, a sure corrective against any thing I may 
have recommended, incompatible with the public 
interest. 














INDIANA. 
Election return—official. 
First district. 
Harrison, Van Buren. 

Crawford 435 281 
Dubois 264 239 
Gibson 788 594 
Harrison 1,285 861 
Orange 708 879 
Posey 706 965 
Pike 474 318 
Perry 560 221 
Spencer 589 324 
Vanderburg 628 370 
Warrick 355 662 

6,792 5,714 

Second district. 

Clay 398 487 
Daviess 738 509 
Greene TOA 634 
Knox 1,077 658 
Lawrence 989 898 
Martin 311 366 
Owen 709 604 
Putaam 1,571 1,049 
Sullivan 417 1,014 
Vigo 1,511 583 

8,425 6,802 
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81 
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94 
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79 
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Clark 

_ Floyd 
Jacksuf 
Jennings 
Jetterson 
Scott 
Washington 


Decatur 
Dearborn 
Frapklin 
Rush 
Ripley 
Switzerland 


Adams 
Allen 
Blackford 
Delaware 
De Kalb 
Fulton 
Fayette 
Grant 
Henry 
Huntington 
Jay 
Lagrange 
Noble 
Randolph 
Steuben 
Union 
Wabash 
Wayne 
Whitley 
Wells 


Bartholomew 


Brown 
Boone 
Cass 
Hendricks 
Hamilton 
Hancock 
Johnson 
Marion 
Morgan 
Madison 
Monroe 
Miami 
Shelby 


Benton 
Clinton 
Carroll 
Elkhart 
Fountain 
Jasper 
Kosciusko 
Laporte 
Lake 
Marshall 
Montgomery 
Parke 
Pulaski 
Porter 

St. Joseph 
Tippecanoe 
Vermillion 
Warren 
White 


| First district 
Second do. 


Third = do. 
Fourth do. 
Fifth do. 
Sixth do. 


Seventh do. 


each 
table, 





Third district, 

















1,132 1,278 
869 796 
680 737 
308 603 
1,674 1,026 
399 361 
1,138 1,381 
6,800 6,082 
Fourth district. 

' 5,298 759 
1,771 1,583 
1,188 1,115 
1,526 1,179 
1,000 623 
1,023 735 
7,806 5,985 

Fifth district. 

193 153 

640 399 

77 147 

920 532 

177 168 

241 108 

1,090 728 

470 364 

1,652 839 

143 177 

283 265 

391 225 

241 228 

1,068 553 

238 176 

760 614 

307 198 

2,869 1,258 

144 141 

131 140 

12,035 7,417 

Surth district. 

§82 703 

50 270 

700 686 

649 372 

1,190 652 

972 688 

721 537 

631 948 

1,636 1,279 

1,012 815 

911 625 

719 943 

312 244 

1,016 1,070 

11,501 9,832 

Seventh distract. 

26 42 

582 6938 

699 765 

640 596 

938 1,166 

73 95 

496 329 

1,069 640 

115 125 

154 194 

1,413 1,222 

1,360 948 

51 60 

220 194 

809 444 

1,508 1,200 

847 663 

737 347 

206 144 

11,943 9,772 

Recapttulation. 
Har. V.B. Whig maj. 

6,792 5,714 1,078 
8,425 6,802 1,623 
6,800 6,082 718 
7,806 5,985 1.821 
12,035 7,417 4,618 
11,501 9,832 2,669 
11,943 9,772 2,171 





65,302 








51,604 13,698 


The highest vote for the respective tickets in 
county, was taken in making up the above 


[t will be seen that the whigs have carried all the 
Congressional districts by decisive majorities, The 
frealest change in their favor has heen in the first 


B distric 


if 


‘t. At the August election the Van Buren 
ps 4ority was 87; now Harrison has a majority of 
3 078, showing a gain of 1,165. 


oe 





COUNTIES. 
Alexander 
Adains 
Bond 
Bureau 
Brown 
Boone 
Clay. 
Clark 
Crawford 
Calhoun 
Carroll 
Cass 


| Cook 
} Christian 


Clinton 
Champaign 
Coles 
DeKalb 

De Witt 
DuPage 
Edgar 
Edwards 
Effingham 
Fayette 
Fulton 
Franklia 
Green 
Gallatin 
Hamilton 
Hancock* 
Henry 
Hardin 
Troquois 
Jasper 
Jefferson 
Johnson 
Jersey 

Joe Daviess 
Jackson 
Kane 

Knox 
Lawrence 
La Saile 
Lake 
Lee 
Livingston 
Logan 
Marion 
Montgomery 
Macon 
McLean 
McDonough 
McHenry 
Menard 
Mercer 
Morgan 
Marshall 
Maccoupin 
Madison 
Monroe 
Ogle 
Peoria 
Pope 

Pike 
Puinpam 
Perr 

Rock Island 
Randolph 
Shelby 
Sangamon 
Scott 

Stark 
Schuyler 
Stephenson 
St. Clair 
Tazewell 
Union 
Vermillion 
Wabash 
Wayne 
White 
Warren 
Will 
Whiteside 
Winnebago 
Washington 
Williamson 


ILLINOIS. 


Election returns— Official. 


| ’ MISSISSIPPI. 


| Resigning. John Jenkins, esq. representative 


President, Nov. Legislature, Jug. ‘elect to the legislature of Mississippi, from Hinds 





Har. V. B. Whig. V. B. 
299 424 232 310 | 
1,617 1,352 1,447 1,546 
513 551 467 483 
434 279 407 265 
301 434 299 432 
220 222 211 210 
218 338 241 312 
667 Gil 418 409 
421 392 227 167 
213 133 261 27 
244 69 168 70 
397 315 323 293 
1,034 1,989 1,032 1,324 
89 147 lll 208 
326 417 359 356 
154 141 100 161 
1,109 695 967 744 
172 197 270 200 
293 316 230 270) 
423 373 364 379 
783 720 727 767 
311 212 230 160 
52 207 65 215 
442 645 458 712 
1,252 1,347 inj. 210 
71 542 94 692 
870 4,175 7OtL 31,104 
500 81,286 585 705 
126 557 78 307 
1,313 661 1,042 669 
162 86 88 30 
154 132 

154 175 133 175 
78 178 90) 165 
210 727 282 455 
109 440 87 135 
517 360 531 356 
1,079 680 1,005 697 
210 337 210 176 
810 774 615 640 
740 541 643 547 
676 597 553 595 
1,080 1,638 1,104 1,624 
281 267 230 297 
241 230 256 212 
85 73 50 50 
260 167 241 181 
174 573 112 278 
311 520 277 489 
250 377 257 804 
683 531 665 575 
472 427 497 469 
346 271 243 248 
434 374 397 376 
315 193 311 161 
1.533 1,293 1,482 1,361 
209 183 11 
632 812 663 785 
1,704 1,184 1,500 1,214 
370 563 358 560 
491 266 420 244 
744 767 724 717 
391 268 514 87 
1,149 1,037 1,016 1,092 
259 151 245 154 
331 174 142 190 
426 224 392 217 
715 817 661 752 
408 751 351 682 
2,000 1,249 1,859 1,266 
685 575 583 622 
187 154 139 163 
732 611 650 634 
371 241 350 234 
989 1,783 922 1,750 
1,181 661 1,035 640 
78 636 36 623 
1,044 587 992 708 
509 254 444 285 
205 500 200 319 
770 639 749 599 
711 524 698 549 
753 1,367 666 1,284 
375 236 313 222 
789 321 637 285 
149 493 274 376 
103 578 99 453 
45,537 47,476 40,203 41,843 
45,537 40,203 





Van Buren’s majority 1,939 








1,640 





*The vote of Hancock is averaged in the above ta- 
ble. In this county the Mormons reside, and for some 
cause or other they voted for three of the candidates on 
the Harrison electoral ticket, and two on the Van Bu- 


ren ticket. 


county, publishes his resignation in the Jacksonian 
Mississippian. He addressed gov. McNutt, thns: 

“Dear sir: From the result of the election for 
| president of the United States in this county, it ap- 
pears that there has been a change in the opinion 
of a portion of the electors of this county since the 
election of last year, from the cause of democracy 
to that of the cause of the humbug party of hard 
cider, log cabins, coon skius, &c.; and not being 
willing to hold on to political office contrary to the 
wish of the majority of the people among whom I 
live, I take the earliest opportunity of tendering to 
you and my constituents the office I have received 
at their hands as a member of the legislature from 
this county, which I hope will be kindly received. 
With great respect, I remain the obedient servant 
of the democracy.” 


ARKANSAS. 








The legislature of this state convened at Little 
Rock on the 2d ult. The senate organized by elect- 
ing Marx Izarp president; and the house elected 
GeorGE HI Lt its speaker. On the 4th gov. YELL 
was inaugurated. 

U. 8S. senator, Wim. 8. Fulton has been re- 
elected to the senate of the United States from the 
state of Arkansas for six years from the 4th of 
March next, when his present term of service will 
have expired. 





TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS —2d SESSION. 

Monday, December 7th, 1840. This being the 
day fixed by the constitution for the re-assembling 
of congress, the members who had reached the seat 
of government attended at the usual hour in their 
respective halls, but a severe snow storm which 
occurred the Saturday and Sunday preceding, had 
so obstructed the thoroughfares, that a sufficient 
number to form a quorum in either house had not 
been able to get on. The attending members ad- 
journed for the day. 

SENATE. 

Decemter 8. A sufficient number to form a quo- 
rum not yet being present, the members attending 
adjourned, 

December 9. Mr. Mangum, senator elect from 
North Carolina, was qualified and took his seat. 

A quorum having answered to their names, on 
motion of Mr. Fulton, the secretary was directed 
to inform the house. A resolution was received 
from the house proposing a joint commitiee to 
wait upon the president and inform him that con- 
gress was prepared to receive any communication, 
which was responded to, and Messrs. Wright, of 
N. ¥. and Huntington, of Con. were named on the 
part of the senate. 


A joint resolution to elect chaplains, was agreed 
to. 
On motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, the 31st 
rule was so modified as to enable the chair to ap- 
point the standing committees, with the exception 
of the chairman of the committee on commerce. 

Mr. Wiight reported that the deputation had 
performed the duty of apprising the president—and 
the message was soon alter received through Mr. 
Abraham Van Buren, bis private secretary. [For 
which see this day’s proceedings of the house. 

On motionof Mr Hubbard, 5,000 copies of the 
message, and 1,560 of the accompanying docu- 
inents were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Merrick then rose, and announced the death 
of his late colleague, (the hon. Jno. S. Spenc2), as 
follows: 

Mr. President: Like ali other human enjoyments, 
the gratification of meeting and interchanging our 
mutual congratulations again on this occasion Is not 
unmixed with painiui and melancholy reflection.— 
To me in an especial manner are the circumstances 
under which I now rise to address yon afflicting.— 
Yonder vacant seat, sir, explains the cause. My 
most excellent and estimable colleague, the hon. 
John S. Spence, who for the last several years filled 
that chair with honor to himself and advantage to 
his country, is no more. He closed his useful and 
valuable life in the latter part of the month of Oc- 
tober last, at his residence, in Worcester county, 
Maryland, surrounded by his amiable and interest- 
ing fainily, and at peace with God and man. He was 
it will be remembered, inglanguid health during 
great part of our last session, and was often detained 
from bis place here by that cause, which finally ob- 
liged him to leave the seat of government, and re- 
tire to his own home some time before the adjourn- 
ment. From the disease which then afflicted him 
he never perfectly recovered; though there was oc- 
casional relief from suffering, there was no effectual 
cure, and he has now lett these and all sublunary 
scenes forever. He has at different periods of his 
life filled many of the most important and honorable 
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trusts in the gift of the people of his state, always 
possessing, always deserving their entire confitience. 
His course through life was much more of the use- 
ful than brilliant order; possessed of a very large 
stock of sterling worth and virtue, there was abou! 
him nothing of ostentatious display. Ever content 
with the consciousness of doing his duty weil and 
faithfully, he was careless of all other rewards.— 
None knew him who did not honor and esteein bin; 
and all who knew him will join with ime in saying 
that he has left no purer man behind hiin. 

Mr. Merrick then submitted a resolution in testi- 
mony of respect for the memory of the deceased 
senator, which, having been unanimously adopted, 
the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday, Dec.8. At 12 o’clock the speaker, the 
hon. Robert M. T. Hunter, took the chair. The 
clerk called over the names of the members and a 
quorum being in attendance, it was so announced 
by the chair. 

Whereupon Mr. Taliaferro, of Virginia, submit- 
ted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the part 
of this house, to join such committee as may be ap- 
pointed un the part of the senate, to wait on the presi- 
dent of the United States and inform him thata quorum 
of the two houses is assembled, and that congress is 
now ready to receive any communication he may be 
pleased to make. 

This resolution was read and agreed to, and Mr. 
Taliaferro and Mr. Cave Johnson, cf Tennessee, 
were appointed the committee on the part of the 
house. 

On motion of Mr. Taliaferro, the clerk was then 
directed to notify the senate that a quorum of the 
house had assembled, and wag ready to proceed to 
business. 

Mr. John Quincy Adams gave notice that it is his 
purpose to offer to-morrow a resolution that the 
standing rule of the house, No. 21, adopted on the 
28th of January last, be rescinded. 

The rule which Mr, Adams will propose to re- 
scind is in the words following: 

**No petition, memorial, resolution or other pa- 
per, praying the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia, or any state or territory, or the slave 
trade between the states or territories of the United 
States, in which it now exists, shall be received by 
this house, or entertained in any way whatever.” 

It being ascertained that the senate would not 
form a quorum to-day, the house adjourned. 


Wednesday, Dec. 9. On motion of Mr. Russell 
the hour of 12 was adopted for the present, to 
which the house should stand adjourned—and the 
clerk was directed to furnish each metber, during 
the session with such newspapers as he might di- 
rect, not exceeding in expense the rate of three 
daily newspapers. 

Some conversation ensued. Mr. 4dams adinitted 
that he would be satisfied witha silent vote upon 
his proposition. Whereupon Mr. Jentfer withdrew 
his motion. It was renewed by Mr. Banks, of Vir- 
ginia, and after a few remarks from Mr. Cave John- 
son, Mr. Lewis Williams and Mr. Adams, the yeas 
and nays were taken and the resolution was laid 
upon the table, yeas 83, nays 58. 

At half past one o’clock the president’s private 
secretary, 4braham Van Buren, delivered the follow- 


ing 
MESSAGE: 
Fellow citizens of the senate 
and house of representatives: 

Our devout gratitude is due to the Supreme Be- 
ing for having graciously continued to our beloved 
country, through the vicissitudes of another year, 
the invaluable blessings of health, plenty and 
peace. Seldom has this favored land been so ge- 
nerally exempted from the ravages of disease, or 
the labor of the husbandman more amply reward- 
ed; and never before have our relations with other 
countries been placed on a more favorable basis than 
that which they so happily occupy at this critical 
conjuncture in the affairsof the world. A rigid 
and persevering abstinence from all interference 
with the domestic and political relations of other 
states, alike due to the genius and distinctive cha- 
racter of our government and to the principles by 
which it is directed; a faithful observance, in the 
manageinent of our foyign relations, of the prac- 
tice of speaking plainly, dealing justly, and re- 
quiring truth and justice in return, as the best 
conservatives of the peace of nations; a strict im- 
partiality in our manifestations of friendship, in the 
commercial privileges we concede, and those we 
require from others: these, accompanied by a dis- 
position as prompt to maintain in every emergen- 


cy, our own rights, as we are from principle averse | 
to the invasion of those of others, haye given to. 














family of nations, of which we have just cause to 
be prond, and the advantages of which are expe- 
rienced by our citizens throughout every portion of 
the earth to which their enterprising and adventu- 
rous spirit may carry them. Few, if any, remain 
insensible to the value of our friendship, or igno- 
sant of the terms on which it can be acquired, and 
by which it can alone be preserved. 

A series of questions of long standing, difficult 
in their adjustment, and important in their conse- 
quences, in which the rights of our citizens and 
the honor of the country were deeply involved, 
have,in the course of a few years, (the most of 
them during the successful administration of my 
immediate predecessor), been bronght to a satis- 
factory conclusion; and the most important of those 
remaining are, I am happy to A rng in a fair 
way of being speedily and satisfactorily adjusted. 

With all the powers of the world our relations 
are those of honorable peace. Since your ad- 
journment, nothing serieus has occurred to inter. 
rupt or threaten this desirable harmony. If clouds 
have lowered above the other hemisphere, they 
have not cast their portentous shadows upon our 
happy shores. Bound by no entangling alliances, 
yet linked by a common nature and interest with 
the other nations of mankind, our aspirations are 
for the preservation of peace, in whose solid and 
civilizing triumphs all may participate with a ge- 
nerous emulation. Yet it behooves us to be pre- 
pared for any event, and to be always ready to 
maintain those just and enlightened principles of 
national intercourse, for which this government 
has ever contended. In the shock of contending 
einpires, it is only by assuming a resolute bearing, 
and clothing themselves with defensive armor, that 
neutral nations can maintain their independent 
rights. 

The excitement which grew ont of the ternito- 
rial controversy between the United States and 
Great Britain having in a great measure subsided, 
itis hoped that a favorable period is approaching 
for its final settlement. Both governments must 
now be convinced of the dangers with which the 
qnestion is fraught; and it must be their desire, as 
it is their interest, that this perpetual cause of irri- 
tation should be removed as speedily as practicable, 
In my last annual message you were informed that 
the proposition for a commission of exploration 
and survey promised by Great Britain had been re- 
ceived, and that a counterproject, including also a 
provision for the certain and final adjustment of the 
limits in dispute, was then before the British go- 
vernment for its consideration. The answer of 
that government, accompanied by additional pro- 
positions of its own, was received, through its mi- 
nister here, since your separation. These were 
promptly considered; such as were deemed correct 
in principle, and consistent with a due regard to 
the just rightsof the United States and of the 
state of Maine, concurred in; and the reasons for 
dissenting from the residue, with an additional 
Suggestion on our part, communicated by the se- 
cretary of state to Mr. Fox. That minister, not 
feeling himself sufficiently instructed upon some 
of the points raised in the discussion, felt it to be his 
duty to refer the matter to his own government for 
its further decision. Having now been for some 
tine under its advisement, a speedy answer may 
be confidently expected. From the character of 
the points still in difference, and the undoubted dis- 
position of both parties to bring the matter to an 
early conclusion, I look with entire confidence to a 
prompt and satisfactory termination of the nego- 
tiation. Three commissioners were appointed 
shortly after the adjournment of congress, under 
the act of the last session providing for the explo- 
ration and survey of the line which separates the 
states of Maine and New Hampshire from the Bri- 
tish provinces; they have been actively employed 
until their progress was interrupted by the incle- 
mency of the season, and will resume their labors 
as soon as practicable in the ensuing year. 

It is understood that their respective examina- 
tions will throw new light upon the subject in con- 
troversy, and serve to remove any erroneous im- 
pressions which may have been made elsewhere 
prejudicial to the rights of the U. States. It was, 
among other reasons, with a view of preventing 
the einbarrassments which, in our peculiar system 
of government, impede and complicate negotia- 
tions involving the territorial rights of a state, that 
I thought it my duty, as you have been informed on 
a previous occasion, to propose to the British go- 
vernmnent, through its minister at Washington, that 
early steps should be taken to adjust the points of 
difference on the line of boundary from the en- 
trance of Lake Superior to the most northwestern 
point of the Lake of the Woods, by the arbitration 
of a friendly power, in conformity with the seventh 


our country and government a standing in the great} article of the treaty of Ghent. No answer has yet 





been returned by the British government to thi 
proposition, Ng 

With Austria, France, Prussia, Russia and th 
remaining powers of Europe, I am happy to ™ 
form you our relations continue to be of the most 
friendly character. With Belgium, a treaty 
commerce and navigation, based upon libera| rin. 
ciples of reciprocity and equality, was Conclude 
in March last, and, having been ratified p the 
Belgian government, will be duly laid before the 
senate. It is a subject of congratulation that jt 
provides for the satisfactory adjustment of a Io, 
standing question of controversy; thus remoyj, 
the only obstacle which could obstruct the friend) 
and mutually advantageous intercourse betwee, 
the two nations. A messenger has been despatch, 
ed with the Hanoverian treaty to Berlin, Where 
according to stipulation, the ratifications are to hy. 
exchanged. I ain happy to announce to you that 
after many delays and difficulties, a treaty of com. 
merce and navigation, between the United State, 
and Portugal, was concluded and signed at Lisbop 
on the 26th of Angust last, by the plenipotentia. 
ries of the two governments. 
founded upon those principles of mutual liberalit 
and advantage which the United States have qj. 
ways sought to make the basis of their intercourse 
with foreign powers, and it is hoped they will tenq 
to foster and strengthen the commercial intercourse 
of the two countries. 

Under the appropriation of the last session of con. 
gress, an agent has been sent to Germany, for the 
purpose of promoting the interests of our tobacco 
trade. 

The commissioners appointed under the conven. 
tion for the adjustinent of claims of citizens of the 
United States upon Mexico having met and orga. 
nized at Washington, in August last, the papers in 
the possession of the government, relating to those 
claims, were communicated to the board. The 
claims not embraced by that convention are now 
the subject of negotiation between the two govern. 
ments, through the medium of our minister a 
Mexico. 

Nothing has occurred to disturb the harmony of 
our relations with the different governments of 
South America. I regret, however, to be obliged 
to inform you that the claims of our citizens upon 
the late republic of Columbia have not yet been 
satisfied by the separate governinents into which it 
has been resolved. 

The charge d’affairs of Brazil having expressed 
the intention of his government not to prolong the 
treaty of 1828, it will cease to be obligatory upon 
either party on the 12th day of December, 184], 
when the extensive commerciali ntercourse between 
the United States and that vast empire will no lon- 
ger be regulated by express stipulations. 

It affords me pleasure to communicate to you that 
the government of Chili has entered into an agree- 
ment to indemnify the claimants in the case of the 
Macedonian, for American property seized in 1819; 
and to add, that information has also been receiv: 
ed which justifies the hope of an early adjustment 
of the remaining claims upon that government. 

The commissioners appointed in pursuance of 
the convention between the U. States and Texas, 
for marking the boundary between them, have, ac- 
cording to the last report received from our commis: 
sioner, surveyed and established the whole extent 
of the boundary north along the western bank of 
the Sabine river, from its entrance into tne Gulf of 
Mexico to the thirty-second degree of north latitude. 
The commission adjourned on the 16th of Junelast, 
to reassemble on the Ist of November, for the pur 
pose of establishing accurately the intersection 0 
the thirty-second degree of latitude with the wes 
tern bank of the Sabine, and the medium lie 
thence to Red river. It is presumed that the work 
will be concluded in the present season. 

The present sound condition of their finances, 
and the success with which embarrassments in Fe 
gard to them, at times apparently insurmountable, 
have been overcome, are matters upon which the 
people and government of the United States ney 
well congratulate themselves. An overflowin3 
treasury, however it may be regarded as an 58 
dence of pnblie prosperily, is seldom conducive 
the permanent welfare of any people; and exper 
ence has demonstrated its incompatability with the 
salutary action of political institutions like those ° 
the United States. Our safest reliance for financl® 
efficiency and independence has, on the contratys 
been found to consist in ample resources unencum 
bered with debt; and in this respect, the fetieral en 
vernment occupies a singularly fortunate and truly 
enviable position. aicial 

When I entered upon the discharge of my offic ; 
duties in March, 1837, the act for the distrifutie 


. ‘ ex’ 
of the -—° revenue was in a course of rapid 


ecution. Nearly twenty-eight millions of dollars° 
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in pu { it 
——~_ ff ‘ie moneys were, in pursuance of its pros 
t to thi ; the Pa posited with the states in the cainative of 
january, April and July, of that year. In May 
and the Me si ocenrred a general suspension of specie pay- 
Py to in, ments bY the banks, ineluding, with very few ex- 
the mog ceptions, those in which the public moneys were 


treaty of I geposited, and upon whose fidelity the government 
Tal prin. HB pad unfortunately made itself dependent for the re- 
Oncluded yenues which bad been collected from the people, 


| DY the and were indispensable to the public service. This 
Cfore the J suspension, and the excesses in banking and com- 
nN that jt merce out of which it arose, and which were great- 
of a lon y aggravated by ifs occurrence, made, to a great 
‘emovin, extent, unavailable the principal part of the public 
‘friendly mone then on hand; suspended the collection of 
et ween many millions accruing on merchants’ bonds; and 
lespatch. eally reduced the revenue arising from customs 
+ Where, and the public lands. These effects have continued 
are to be to operate, in. various degrees, to the present.period; 
you that, and, in addition to the decrease in the revenue thus 
of com. roduced, two and a half millions of duties have 
td States heen relinquished by two biennial reductions under 
t Lisbon, the act of 1833, and probably as much more upon 
potentia. the importation of iron for rail roads, by special le- 
tions are § gislation. 
liberality Whilst such has been our condition for the last 
have aj. four years in relation to revenue, we have, during 
lercourse the same period, been subjected to an unavoidable 
will tend continuance of large extraordinary expenses neces- 
tercourse sarily growing out of past transactions, and which 
could not be immediately arrested without great 
n of con. rejudice to the public interest. Of these, the 
y, for the charge upon the treasury, in consequence of the Che- 
* tobacco rokee treaty alone, without adverting to others, aris- 
ing out of Indian treaties, has already exceeded five 
» conven. millions of dollars; that for the prosecution of mea- 
ns of the sures for the removal of the Seminole Indians, 
ind orga. which were found in progress, has been nearly 
Papers in fourteen millions; and the public buildings have re- 
to those quired the unusual sum of nearly three millions. 
d. The It affords me, however, great pleasure to be able 
are now to say, that, from the coumenceiment of this period 
> govern. tothe present day, every demand upon the govern. 
nister at ment, at home or abroad, has been promptly met.— 
This has been done, not only without creating a 
rmony of pertoanent debt, or a resort to additional taxation 
nents of inany forin, but in the midst of a steadily progres- 
e obliged sive reduction of existing buidens upon the people, 
ens upon Mi leaving still a considerable balance of available funds 
yet been which will remain in the treasury at the end of the 
which it year. The small amount of treasury notes, not ex- 
ceeding four and a half millions of dollars, still 
x pressed outstanding, and less by twenty-three millions than 
plong the the United States have in deposite with the states, 
Ory upon iscomposed of such only as are not yet due, or have 
er, 1841, Be not been presented for payinent. They may be re- 
between deemed out of the accruing revenue, if the expen- 
i no lon- ditures do not exceed the amount within which 
they may, it is thought, be kept without prejudice 
» you that tothe public interest, and the revenue shall prove 
in agree: to be as large as may jusily be anticipated. 
se of the Among the reflections arising from the contem- 
lin 1819; Plation of these circumstances, one, noi the least 
a receiv: gralilving, is the consciousness that the government 
justment BR had the resolution and the ability to adhere, in eve- 


nent. ry emergency, to the sacred obligations of law; to 























vance of execute all its contracts according to the require. 
id Texas, inents of the constitution; and thus to present, when 
lave, ac: most needed, a rallying point by which the business 


commis- of the whole country might be bronght back to a 


le extent safe and unvarying standard—a result vitally im- 
) bank of Hportant as well to the interests as to the morals of 
> Gulf of BiMthe people. There can surely now be no difference 
Jatitude. of opinion in regard to the incalculable evils that 
June last, Would have arisen if the government, at that criti- 
the pur Bical moment, had suffered itself to be deterred from 
ection of upholding the only true standard of value, either by 
the wes: the pressure of adverse circumstances or the vio- 
jum line euce of unierited denunciation. The manner in 


the work Which the people sustained the peformance of this 


duty was highly honorable to their fortitude and 


finances, Patnotism. It cannot fail to stimulate their agents 





nts in re- lo adhere, under all circumstances, to the line of 
puntable, Bieduty; and to satisfy thein of the safety with which 
hich the 4Course really right, and demanded by a financial 
ates may “risis, May, in a community like ours, be pursued, 
r flowing however apparently severe its immediate operation. 
; an evi- lhe policy of the federal government, in extin- 
ducive (0 i@guishing as rapidly as possible the national debt, 
d experi: and, Subsequently, in resisting every temptation to 
with the treatle anew one, deserves to be regarded in the 
those of ame favorable light. Among the many objections 
financial s'0 a uationai debt, the certain tendency of public 
contraty, “curities to concentrate ultimately in the coffers of 
nencul Be *reign stocktiolders, is one which is every day ga- 
fieral °° *ig strength, Already have the resources of 
and truly Hany of the states, and the future industry of their 

| itizens, been indefinitely mortgaged to the subjects 
Ly officia .~Uropean governments, to the amount of twelve 
tritveation hilhions annually, to pay the constantly accruing 
rapid &* Mlerest on borrowed money—a sum exceeding half 


‘dollars ° 





the ordinary revenue of the whole United States. | 
The pretext which this relation affords to foreigners | 
to scrutinize the management of our domestic af. 
fairs, if not actually to intermeddle with them, pre- 
sents a subject for earnest attention, not to say of 
serious alarm. Fortunately, the federal govern- 
inent, with the exception of an obligation entered 
into in behalf of the District of Columbia, which 
inust soon be discharged, is wholly exempt from any 
such embarrassment. {t is also, as is believed, tlie 
only government which, having fully and faithfully 
paid all its creditors, has also relieved itself entirely 
from debt. To maintain a distinction so desirable, 
and so honorable to our national character, should 
be an object of earnest solicitude. Never should a 
free people, if it be possible to avoid it, expose 
themselves to the necessity of having to treat of the 
peace, the honor, or the safety of the republic, with 
the governments of foreign creditors, who, however 
well disposed they may be to cultivate with us in 
general friendly relations, are nevertheless, by the 
law of their own condition, made hostile to the suc- 
cess and permanency of political institutions like 
ours. Most humiliating may be the embarrass- 
ments consequent upon such a condition. Another 
objection, scarcely jess formidable, to the com- 
mencement ofa new debt, is its inevitable tendeucy 
to increase in magnitude, and to foster national ex- 
travagance. He has been an uuprofitable observer of 
events, who needs at this day to be admonished of 
the difficulties which a government, habitually de- 
pendent on loans to sustain its ordinary expendi- 
tures, has to encounter in resisting the influences 
constantly exertedin favor of additional loans; by 
capitalists, who enrich themselves by government 
securities for amounts much exceeding the money 
they actually advance—a prolific source of indivi- 
dual aggrandisement in all borrowing countries; by 
stockholders, who seek their gains in the rise and 
fallof public stocks; and by the selfish importuni- 
ties of applicants for appropriations for works | 
avowedly for the accommodation of the public, bat | 
the real objects of which are, too frequently, the ad- 
vancement of private interests. The known neces- 
sity which so many of the states will be under to 
impose taxes for the payment of the interest on 
their debts, furnishes an additional and very cogent 
reason why the federal government should refrain 
from creating a national debt, by which the people 
would be exposed to double taxation fora similar 
object. We possess within ourselves ample re- 
sources for every emergency; and we may be quite 
sure that our citizens, in no future exigency, will 
be unwilling to supply the governinent with all the 
means asked fur the defence of the country. In 
time of peace there can, at all events, be no justifi- 
cation for the creation of a permanent debt by the 
federal government. Its limited range of constitu- 
tional duties may certainly, under such circum- 
stances, be performed without such a resort. It 
has, it is seen, been avoided during four years of 
greater fiscal difficulties than have existed in a si- 
milar period since the adoption of the constitution, 
and one also remarkable for the occurrence of ex- 
traordinary causes of expenditures, : 
But, to accomplish so desirable an object, two 
things are indispensable: first, that the action ofthe 
federal government be kept within the boundaries 
prescribed by ils founders; and, secondly, that ail 
appropriations for objects admitted to be constitu- 





tional, and the expenditure of them also, be sub. 
jected to a standard of rigid but well considered and | 


plus then in the treasury, and the equally sudden 
and unprecedentedly severe revulsion in the com- 
inerce and business of the country, pointing with 
unerring certainty to a great and protracted reduc- 
tion of the revenue, strengthened the propriety of 
the earliest practicable reduction of the public ex- 
pencitures. 

But, to change a system operating upon so large 
a surface, and applicable to such numerous and «i- 
versified interests and objects, was more than the 
work ofa day. The attention of every department 
of the government was immediately, and in good 
faith, directed to that end; and has been so conti- 
nued to the present moment. The estimates and 
appropriations for the year 1838 (the first over 
which I had any control) were somewhat diminish- 
ed. The expeuditures of 1839 were reduced six 
millions of dollars. ‘Those of 1840, exclusive of 
disburseinents for public debt and trust claims, will 
probably not exceed twenty-two and a half millions; 
being between two and three millions less than 
those of the preceeding year, and nine or ten mil- 
lions less than those of 1837. Nor has it been found 
necessary, in order to produce this result, to resort 
fo the power conferred by congress, of postponing 
certain classes of the public works, except by de- 
ferring expenditures for a short period upon a liinit- 
ed portion of them; and which postponement ter- 
ininated some time since, at the moment the trea- 
sury department, by further receipts from the in- 
debted banks, became fully assured of ils ability to 
meet them without prejudice to the public service 
in other respects. Causes are in operation which 
will, it is believed, justify a still further reduction, 
without injury to any important national interest. 
The expenses of sustaining the troops employed in 
Florida fiave been gradually and greatly reduced, 
through the persevering efforts of the war depart- 
ment; and a reasonable hope may be entertained 
that the necessity for military operations in that 
quarter will soon cease. The removal of the In- 
dians from within our settled borders is nearly 
completed. The pension list, one of the heaviest 
charges upon the treasury, is rapidly diminishing 
by death. The most costly of our public buildings 
are either finished, or nearly so; and we may, [ 
think, safely promise ourselves a continued exeinp- 
tion from border difficulties. 

The available balance in the treasury on the Ist 
of January next is estimated at one million and a 
half of dollars. This sum, with the expected re- 
ceipts from all sources during the next year, will, it 
is believed, be sufficient to enable the government 
to mect every engagement, and leave a suitable ba- 
lance in the treasury at the end of the year, if the 
remedial measures connected with the customs and 
the public lands, heretofore recommended, shall be 
adopted, and the new appropriations by congress 
shall not carry the expenditures beyond the official 
estimates. 

The new system established by congress for the 
safekeeping of the public money, prescribing the 
kind of curreney to be received for the public reve- 
nue, and providing additional guards and securities 
against losses, has now been several montlis in ope- 
ration. Althongh it might be premature, upon an 
experience of such limited duration, to fortn a defi- 
nite opinion in regard to the extent of its influences 
in correcting many evils under which the federal 
government and the country have hitherto suffered — 
especially those that have grown out of banking ex- 
pansions, a depreciated currency, and official defal- 


practical economy. The first depends chiefly on! cations; yet it is but right to say that nothing has 


the people themselves, the opinions they form of 
the true construction of the constitution, and the 
confidence they repose in the political sentiments of 
those they select as their representatives in the 
federal legislature; the second rests upon the fideli 

ty with which their more immediate representa- 
tives, and other public functionaries, discharge the 
trusts committed tothem. The duty of economiz- 
ing the expenses of the public service is admitted 
on all hands; yet there are few subjects upon which 
there exists a wider difference of opinion than is 
constantly manifested in regard to the fidelity with 
which that duty is discharged. Neither diversity 
of sentiment, nor even mnutual recriminations, upon 
a point in respect to which the public mind is so 
justly sensitive, can well be entirely avoided; anc 
least so at periods of great political excitement. 
An 4s ped gir aie however, seldom fail to ar 

rive, in the end, at correct conclusions in such a} 
wnatter. Practical economy in the management of | 
public affairs can have no adverse influence to con- 
tend with more powerful than a large surplus re- 
venue; andthe unusually large appropriaiions for 
1837 may, without doubt, independently of the ex. 
traordinary requisitions for the public service grow- 
ing out of the state of our Indian relations, be, in 
no inconsiderable degree, traced to this source. 





The sudden and rapid distribution of the large sur- 


occurred in the practical operation of the system 
to weaken in the slightest degree, but much to 
strengthen, the confident anticipations of its friends. 
The grounds of these have been heretofore so fully 
explained as to require no recapitulation. In re- 
spect to the facility and convenience it affords in 
conducting the public service, and the ability of the 
government to discharge through its agency every 
duty attendant on the collection, transfer and dis- 
bursement of the public money with promptitude 
and success, I can say, with confidence, that the 
apprehensions of those who felt it to be their duty 
to oppose its adoption have proved to be unfounded. 
On the contrary, this branch of the fiscal affairs of 
the governinent has been, and it is believed may al- 
ways be, thus carried on with every desirable faci- 
lity and security. A few changes and improve- 
ments in the details of the system, without affecting 
any principles involved in it, will be submitted to 
you by the secretary of the treasury, and will, I am 
sure, receive at your hands that attention to which 
they may, on examination, be found to be entitled. 

I have deemed this brief summary of our fiscal 
affairs necessary to the due performance of a duty 
specially enjoined upon me, by the constitution.— 
It will serve, also, to illustrate more fully the prin- 
ciples by which I have been gnided in reference to 
two contested points in our public policy, which were 
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earliest in their development, and have been more 
important in their consequences, than any that have 
arisen under our complicated and difficulf, yet ad- 
inirable, system of government: [ allude toa na- 
tional debt, and a na‘ional bank. It was in these 
that the political contests by which the country has 
been agitated ever since the adoption of the consti- 
tution, ina great measure, Originated; and there is 
too much reason’ to apprehend that the conflicting 
iaterests and opposing principles thus marshalled, 
will continue, as heretofore, to produce similar, if 
not aggravated, consequences. 

Coming into office the declared enemy of both, I 
have earnestly endeavored to prevent a resort to 
either. 

The consideration that a large public debt affords 
an apology, and produces, in some degree, a neces- 
sity also, for resorting to a system and extent of 
taxation which is not only oppressive throughout, 
but likewise so apt to lead, in the end, to the com- 
mission of that most odious of ail offences ayainst 
the principles of republican governinent—the pros- 
titution of political power, conferred for the gene- 
ral benefit, to the aggrandizement of particular 
classes, and the gratification of individual cupidity 
—is alone sufficient, independently of the weighty 
objections which have already been urged, to ren- 
der its creation and existence the sources of bitter 
and unappeasable discord. If we add to this, i's 
inevitable tendency to produce and foster extra- 
vagant expenditures of the public money, by which 
a necessity is created for new loans and new bur- 
dens on the people; and, finally, if we refer to the 
examples of every government which has existed, 
for proof how seldom it is that the system, when 
once adopted and implanted in the policy of a coun- 
try, has failed to expand itself, until public credit 
was exhausted, and the people were no longer able 
to endure its increasing weight, it seeins impossible 
to resist the conclusion, that no benefits resulting 
from its career, no extent of conquest, no accession 
of wealth to particular classes, nor any, nor all its 
combined advantages, can counterbalance its ulti- 
mate but certain results—a splendid goveriment, 
and an impoverished people. 

Ifa national bank was, as is undeniable, repuidi- 
ated by the framers of the constitution as incompati- 
ble with the rights of the states and the liberties of 
the people; if, from the beginning, it has been re- 
garded by large portions of our citizens as coming 
in direct collition with that great and vital amend. 
ment of the constitution, which declares that all 
powers not conferred by that instrument on the ge- 
neral government are reserved to the states and to 
the people: if it has been viewed by them as the 
first great step in the march of latitudinous construc. 
tion, which, unchecked, would render that sacred 
instrument of as little value as an unwritten consti- 
tution, dependent as it would alone be, for its mean- 
ing, on the interested interpretation ofa dominant 
party, and affording no security to the rights of the 
minority;—if such is undeniably the case, what ra- 
tional grounds could have been conceived for an- 
ticipating aught but determined opposition to such 
an institution at the present day? 

Could a different result have been expected, when 
the consequences which have flowed from its crea- 
tion, and particularly from its struggles to perpetu- 
ate its existence, had confirmed in so striking a 
manner, the apprehensions of its earliest opponents; 
when it had been so clearly demonstrated that a con- 
centrated money power, wielding so vast a capital, 
and combining such incalculable means of influence, 
may, in those peculiar conjunctures to which this 
goverment is unavoidably exposed, prove an over- 
inatch for the political power of the people them. 
selves, when the true character of its capacity to re- 
gulate, according to its will and its interests, and 
the interests of its favorites, the value and produc- 
tion of the labor and property of every man in this 
extended country, had been so fully and fearfully de. 
veloped; when it was notorions that all classes of this 
great community had, by means of the power and in- 
fluence it thus possesses, been infected to madness 
with aspiritof heedless speculation; when it had been 
seen that, secure in the support of the combination of 
influences, by which it was surrounded, it could 
violate its charter, and set the laws at definance with 
impunity; and when, too, it had become most appa- 
rent that to believe that such an accumulation of 
powers can ever be granted without the certainty of 
being abused, was to indulge in a fatal delusion? 

To avoid the necessity of a permanent debt, and 
its inevitable consequences, I have advocated, and | 
endeavored to carry into effect, the policy of con- 
fining the appropriations for the public service to 
such objects only as are clearly within the constitu- 
tional authority of the federal goveninent; of exclud- 
ing from its expenses those improvident and unan- 
thorized grants of public money for works of inter- 
nal improvement, which were so wisely arrested by 
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the constitutional interposition of my predecessor, 
and which, if they had not been so checked, would 
long before this time have involved the finances of 
the general government in embarrassments far grea- 
ter than those which are now experienced by any of 
the states; of limiting all our expenditures to that 
sunple, anostentatious, and economical administra- 
tion of public affairs, which is alone consistent with 
the character of our institutions; of collecting annu- 
ally from the customs, and the sales of public lands, 
a revenue fully adequate to defiay all the expenses 
(hus incarred, but under no pretence whatsoever, to 
impose taxes upon the people to a greater amount 
than was actually necessary to the public service 
conduted upon the principles J have stated. 

In lieu of a national bank, or a dependence upon 
banks of any description, for the management of our 
fiscal affairs, [ recommended the adoption of the 
system which is now in successful operation. That 
system affords every requisite facility for the trans- 
action of the pecuniary concerns of the government; 
will, itis confidently anticipated, produce in other 
respects many of the benefits which have been from 
time to time expected from the creation of a nation- 
al bank, but which have never been realized; avoid 
the manifold evils inseparable from such an institu- 
tion; diminish, to a greater extent than could be ac- 
coinplished by any other measure of reform, the 
patronage of the federal governtinent—a wise policy 
in all governments, but more especially so in one 
like ours, which works well only in proportion as 
it is made to rely for its support upon the unbiassed 
and unadulterated opinions of its constituents; do 
away, forever, all dependence on corporate bodies, 
either in the raising, collecting, safekeeping, or dis- 
bursing the public revenues; and place the govern- 
meut equally above the temptation of fostering a 
a dangerous and unconstitutional institution at home, 
or the necessity of adapting its policy to the views 
and interests of astill more formidable money-pow- 
er abroac, 

It is by adopting and carrying out these princi- 
ples, under cireu:nstances the most arduous and 
discouraging, that the attempt has been made, thus 
far sueccesslully, to demonstrate to the people of 
the United States that a national bank at all times, 
and a national debt, except it be incurred at a pe- 
riod when the honor and safety of the nation de- 
mand the temporary sacrifice of a policy, which 
should only be abandoned in such exigencies, are 
not merely unnecessary, but in direct and deadly 
hostility to the principles of their goverument, and 
to their own permanent welfare. 

The progress made in the development of these 
positions, appears in the preceding sketch of the 
past history and present state of the financial con. 
cerns of the federal governiaent. The facts there 
stated fully authorise the assertion, that all the pur- 
poses for which this government was instituted 
have been accornplished during four years of great- 
er pecuniary embarrassment than were ever before 
experienced in time of peace, and in the face of 
opposition as formidable as any that was ever be- 
fore arrayed against the policy of an administration; 
that this has been done when the ordinary revenues 
ofthe government were generally decreasing, as 
well from,the operation of the laws, as the condi- 
tion of the country, without the creation of a per- 
manent public debt, or incurring any liability, other 
than such as the ordinary resources of the govern- 
ment will speedily discharge, and without the agen- 
cy of a national bank. 

If this view of the proceedings of the govern- 
inent, for the period it embraces, be warranted by 
the facts as they are known to exist; if the ariny 
and navy have been sustained to the full extent an- 
thorised by law, and which congress deemed suffi- 
cient for the defence of the country and the protec- 
tion of its rights and its honor; if its civil and di- 
plomatie service has been equally sustained; ifample 
provision has been made for the administration of 
justice and the execution of the laws; if the claims 
upon public gratitude in behal! of the soldiers of the 
revolution have been promptiy met, and faithfully 
discharged; if there have been no failures in defray- 
ing the very large expenditures growing out of that 


long continued and salutary policy of peacefully | 


reinoving the Indians to regions of comparative 
safety and prosperity; if the public faith has at all 
times, and every where, been most scrupniously 
maintained by a prompt discharge of the numerous, 
extended and diversified claiins on the treasury;— 
if all these great and permanent objects, with many 
others that might be stated, have, for a series of 
years, marked by peculiar obstacles and ‘difficulties, 
been successfully accomplished without a resort to 
a permanent debt, or the aid of a national bank; 


have we nota right to expect thata policy, the, 


object of which has been to sustain the public ser- 





Pe eT. 
ple whose unbiassed and fairly elicited judgine,, 
upon public affairs is never ultimately wrong? 

That embarrassments in the ecuniary cOnce 

> * * Th 
of individuals, of unexampled extent ang dy , 
tion, have recently existed in this as in other one 
mercial nations, is undoubtedly true. To sup pe 
it necessary now to trace these reverses to th . 
sources, would be a reflection on the intelligenc. 
of my fellow citizens. Whatever may have be 
the obscurity in which the subject was involve 
during the earlier pages of the revulsion, there a 
not now be many by whom the whole questig, 
is not fully understood. a 

Not deeming it within the constitutional pow 
ers of the general government to repair priya;, 
losses sustained by reverses in business hayj) *. 
connexion with the public service, either by direct 
appropriafions from the treasury, or by special |e. 
gislation designed to secure exclusive PTiViloges 
and immunities to individuals or classes in preje. 
rence to, and at the expense of, the. great majo;\ 
necessarily debarred from any participation in the, 
no attempt to do so has been either made, reco. 
mended, or encouraged, by the present executiye 

It is believed, however, that the great PUrposes 
for the attainment of which the federal gover, 
ment was instituted have not been lost sight of 
Intrusted only with certain limited powers, ay. 
tiously enumerated, distinctly specified, and defy, 
ed with a precision and clearness which woyj 
seem to defy misconstruction, it has been MY cop. 
stant aim to confine myself within the limits $0 
clearly marked out, and so carefully guarded. Hay. 
ing always been of opinion that the best preseryg. 
tive of the union of the states is to be found in, 
total abstinence from the exercise of all doubtfy) 
powers on the part of the federal government, 1. 
ther than in affempts to assume them by a loos 
construction of the constitution, or an ingenious 
perversion of its words, I have endeavored to ayoi 
recoinamending any measure which I had reason tg 
apprehend would, in the opinion even of a cop. 
siderable minority of my fellow citizens, be regari. 
ed as trenching on the rights of the states, or the 
provisions of the hallowed instrument of our union, 
Viewing the aggregate powers of the federal go. 
vernment as a voluntary concession of the states, 
it seemed to me that such only should be exercis. 
ed as were at the time intended to be given. 

I have been strengthened too, in the propriety 
of this course, by the conviction that all efforts to 
go beyond this tend only to produce dissatisfaction 
and distrust, to excite jealousies, and to provoke 
resistance. Instead of adding strength to the fe. 
deral government, even when successful, they must 
ever prove a source of incurable weakness, by 
alienating a portion of those whose adhesion is in- 
dispensable to the great aggregate of united strength, 
and whose voluntary attachment is, in my estiina- 
tion, far more essential to the efficiency of a go- 
vernment strong in the best of all possible strength 
the confidence and attachment of all those who 
make up its constituent elements. 

Thus believing, it has been my purpose to secure 
to the whole pcople, and to every member of the 
confederacy, by general, salutary, and equal laws 
alone, the benefit of those republican institutions ' 
which it was the end and aim of the constitution to 
establish, and the impartial influence of which is, in 
my judgment, indispensable to their preservation. 
I cannot bring myself to believe that the lasting 
happiness of the people, the prosperity of the states, 
or the permanency of their union, can be maintain- 
ed by giving preference or priority to any class of 
citizens in the distribution of benefits or privileges, 
or by the adoption of measures which enrich on¢ 
portion of the union at the expense of another; not 
can I see in the interference of the federal govern: 
ment with the Jocal legislation and reserved rights 
of the states a remedy for present, or a securilf 
against future dangers. 

The first, and assuredly not the least, importavt 
step towards relieving the country from the con: 
dition into which it had been plunged by excesses 
in trade, banking, and credits of all kinds, was ' 
place the business transactions of the governmel! 
itself on a solid basis; giving and receiving in @ 
cases value for value, and neither countenanciné 
nor encouraging in others that delusive system ° 
credits from which it has been found so difficult ' 
escape, and which has left nothing behind it but the 
wrecks that mark its fatal career. 

That the financial affairs of the government are 
now, and have been during the whole period ° 
these wide-spreading difficulties, conducted with 
strict and invariable regard to this great fundamen 
tal principle, and that by the assumption and mall 
tenance of the stand thus taken on the very threshold 
of the approaching crisis, more than by any other 


vice independently of either of these fruitful sources | cause or causes whatever, the community at larg 


of discord, will receive the final sanction of a peo-' 


has been shielded from the incalculable evils ° 
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<n or te ag eee Boat at ia ; eh 
——— = general and indefinite suspension of specie pay-| for eighteen months, on entering wpe the aden, pee ing any nates 1 a € epeaiitures ihe ° 
dg inent F ts, and a consequent annihilation, for the whole | stration of the government I found the territory of contractors have generally periorme their engage- 
2? ard it might have lasted, of a just and invaria-| Florida a prey to Indian attrocities. A strenuous) ments with fidelity; the postmasters, with few excep- 
OhCE rpg Pre standard of value, will, it is believed, at this| effort was immediately made to bring eng pone | tions, = rendered their accounts and paid their 
d dura, iod, scarcely be questioned. ties to a close; and the army, under general Jesup, | quarterly balances with promptitude; and the whole 
eT com, PA steady adherence on the part of the govern-| was reinforced until it amounted to ten thousand | service of the department has maintained the effi- 
SUPPos t. to the policy which has produced such salu- | men, and furnished with abundant supplies of every | ciency for which it has for several years been dis- 
to thei pas results, aided by judicious state legislation,| description. In this campaign a great number of tinguished. £2. 
igence what is not less important, by the industry,| the enemy were captured and destroyed; but the I'he acts of congress establishing new mail routes, 
vé been per rise, perseverance, and economy of the Ame- | character of the contest only was changed. The and requiring more expensive services on others, 
NVOlyeq oe e, cannot fail to raise the whole coun-| Indians, having been defeated in every engage- and the increasing wants of the country, have, for 
Te Can. He at an early period, to a state of solid and en-| ment, dispersed in small bands throughout the coun- three years past, carried the expenditures something 
WNestigg during prosperity, not subject to be again over-j| try, and became an enterprising, formidable and} beyond the ee revenues; the excess having 
thrown by the suspension of banks, or the explo- ruthless banditti. General Taylor, who succeeded been inet, uot the past year, by the surplus which 
al pov. ‘on of a bloated credit system. It is for the peo-| general Jesup, used his best exertions to subdue | had previously accumulated. ‘That Surplus having 
Private ve and their representatives, to decide whether or| them, and was seconded in his efforts by the officers | been exhausted, and the anticipated Increase in the 
VINE no Pt mt permanent welfare of the country (which under his command; but he, too, failed to protect the revenue not having been eed, owing to the de- 
Y diregt all good citizens equally desire, however widely | territory from their depredations. By an act of sig- pression in the commercia business of the country, 
eCial |e. they may differ as to the means of its accomplish- | nal and cruel treachery, they broke the truce made | tie finances of the department exhibit a small de- 
IVileges ment) shall be in this way secured; or whether the | with them by general Macomb, who was sent from | ficiency at the close of the last fiscal year. Its re- 
Nn prefe. management of the pecuniary concerns of the go-| Washington for the purpose of carrying into effect | sources, however, are ample; and the reduced rates of 
Majority yernment, and, by consequence, to a great extent, the expressed wishes of congress, and have conti-| compensation for the transpertation service, which 
in them those of individuals also, shal! be carried back to | nued their devastations ever since. General Arinis- may be expected on the future lettings, from the ge- 
recom. a condition of things which fostered those contrac- | tead, who was in Florida when gen. Taylor left the | neral reduction of prices, with the increase of reve- 
Cutive, tions and expansions of the currency, and those | army, by permission, assumed the command, and, | nue that may reasonably be anticipated from the re- 
UTPoses reckless abuses of credit, from the baleful effects | after active summer operations, was met by propo-| vival of commercial activity, must soon place the 
gover. of which the country has so deeply suffered—a re- sitions for peace; and, froin the fortunate coinci- finances of the departinent ina prosperous condi- 
ght of turn that cau promise, in the end, no better results | dence of the arrival in Florida, at the same period, lion. ae 
TS, Cal. than to reproduce the embarrassments the govern - of a delegation from the Seminoles who are happily Considering the unfavorable circumstances which 
d defin. ment has experienced; and to remove from the | settied west of the Mississippi, and are now anxious | have existed during the past year, it is a gratifying 
1 Would shoulders of the present, to those of fresh victims,|to persuade their countrymen to join them there, result that the revenue has not declined, as com- 
DY con. the bitter fruits of that spirit of speculative enter- | hopes were for some time entertained that the [n-| pared with the preceding year, but, on the contrary, 
Hits go rise to which our countrymen are so liable, and} dians might be induced to leave the territory with- | exhibits a small increase; the circumstances refer- 
d. Hay. pon which the lessons of experience are so una-|out further difficulty. These hopes have proved red to having had no other effect than to check the 
reserva. yailing. The choice is an important one, and I sin- fallacious, and hostilities have been renewed though- expected income. 
nd ina cerely hope that it may be wisely made. out the whole of the territory. That this contest; Lt wiil be seen that the postmaster general sug- 
doubtful A report from the secretary of war, presenting a has endured so long, is to be attributed to causes be- | gests certain improvements in the establishment, 
rent, ra. detailed view of the affairs of that department, ac-| yond the control of the government. Experienced | designed to reduce the weight of the mails, cheapen 
a loose companies this communication. generals have had the command of the troops; offi-| the transportation, ensure greater regularity in the 
1genious The desultory duties connected with the removal | cers and soldiers have alike distinguished thein- | serviee, and secure a considerable reduction in the 
to avoid of the Indians, in which the army has been con-| selves for their activity, patience, and enduring | rates o! letter postage—an object highly desirable. 
€ason {9 s‘antly engaged on the northern and western fron- | courage; the army has been constantly furnished | Che subject is one of general interest to the com- 
[ @ Con- tiers, and in Florida, have rendered it impracticable | with supplies of every description; and we must munity, and is respectfully recommended to your 
| regard. to carry into full effect the plan reccommended by look for the causes which have so long procrasti- consideration. \ 
, or the § the secretary for improving its discipline. Inevery | nated the issue of the contest, in the vast extent of i he suppression of the African slave trade has 
ir union, instance where the resimente have been concen-| the theatre of hostilities, the almost insurmountable received the continued attention of the government, 
pral go. trated, they have made great progress ; and the best obstacles presented by the nature of the country, The brig Dotphin and schooner Grampus have been 
> states, results may be anticipated Pig a continuance of! the climate, and the wily character of the savages. employed during the last season on the coast of Af- 
EXcrcis- BA this system. During the last season, a part of the The sites for marine hospitals on the rivers and | rica, for the purpose of preventing such portions of 
Per iy troops have been employed in removing Indians | lakes, which] was authorised to select and cause to| that tiade as was said to be prosecuted under the 
ropriety from the interior to the territory assigned them in| be purchased, have all been designated; but the ap- | American flag. After cruising off those parts of the 
torts to the west—a duty which they have performed effi- | propriation not proving sufficient, conditional ar- | coast most usually resorted to by slavers, until the 
isfaction Te ciently, and with praiseworthy humanity ; and that | rangements only have been inade for their acquisi- | commencement of the rainy season, these vessels 
provoke portion of them which has been stationed in Flo- | tion. It is for congress to decide whether those con- | returned to the United States for supplies, and have 
the fe. rida continued active operations there throughout ditional purchases shall be sanctioned, and the hu- | since been despatched on a similar service. 
ey must HR the heats of summer. mane intentions of the law carried into full effect. From the reports of the commanding officers, it 
less, by The policy of the United States in regard to the| The navy, as will appear trom the accompanying | appears that the trade is now principally carried on 
On 1s Illy B® Indians of which a succinct account is given in my | report of the secretary, has been usefully and hono- | under Portuguese colors; and they express the opi- 
strength, message of 1838, and of the wisdom and expedien-|rably employed in the protection of our commerce | nion that the apprehension of their presence on the 
estina- cy of which I am fully satisfied, has been continued | and citizens in the Mediterranean, the Pacific, on | slave coast has, in a great degree, arrested the pro- 
f a 0: B® inactive operation throughout the whole period of | the coast of Brazil, and in the Gulf of Mexico. A stitution of the American flag to this intiuman pur- 
strength; my administration. Since the spring of I837, more | small squadron, consisting of the frigate Constella-| pose. It is hoped that, by continuing to maintain 
ose who than forty thousand Indians have been removed to/| tion and the sloop of war Boston, under commodore | this force in that quarter, and by the exertions of 
their new homes west of the Mississippi; and I am | Kearney is now on its way to the China and Indian | the officers in command, much will be done to put a 
0 secure happy to add, that all accounts concur in represent- | seas, for the purpose of attending to our interests in| stop to whatever portion of this traffic may have 
or of the ing the result of this measure as eminent y bene-| that quarter; and commander Aulick, in the sloop | been carried on under the American flag, and to 
ual laws ficial to that people. of war Yorktown, has been instructed to visit the| prevent its use in a trade which, while it violates 
titutions ° The emigration of the Seminoles alone has been| Sandwich and Society islands, the coasts of New | the laws, is equally an outrage on the rights of others 
‘ution to attended with serious difficulty, and occasioned Zealand and Japan, together with other ports and and the feelings of humanity. The efforts of the 
ich is, in bloodshed; hostilities having been commenced by | islands frequented by our whale ships, for the pur-| several governnents who are anxiously seeking to 
Prvation. the Indians in Florida, under the apprehension that | pose of giving them countenance and protection, | suppress this traffic must, however, be directed 
» Tasting they would be compelled, by force, to comply with | Should they be required. Other smaller vessels have | against the facilities afforded by what are now re- 
ve States, BARS their treaty stipulations. “The execution of the| been, and still are, employed in prosecuting the sur- | cognised as legitimate commercial pursuits, before 
raj ntall- treaty of Payne’s Landing, signed in 1832, but not| veys of the coast of the United States, directed by | that object can be fully accomplished. Supplies of 
class of ratified until 1834, was postponed, at the solicita- | various acts of congress; and those which have been | provisions, water-casks, merchandise and articles 
ivileges, tion of the Indians, until 1836, when they ‘again re-| completed will shortly be laid before you. connected with the prosecution of the slave trade, 
rich on¢ newed their agreement to remove peaceably to The expioring expedition, at the latest date, was | are, itis understood, freety carried by vessels of dif- 
her; not their new homes in the west. Inthe face of this} preparing to leave the Bay of Islands, New Zeland, | ferent nations to the slave factories; and the etfects 
gover solemn and renewed compact, they broke their| in further prosecution of objects which have, thus! of the factors are transported openly from one slave 
ed rights faith, and commenced hostilities by the massacre of | far, been successfully accomplished. The discovery | station to another, without interruption or punish- 
security major Dade’s command, the murder of their agent, | of a new continent, which was first seen in latitude | ment by either of the nations to which they belong, 
general Thompson, and other acts of cruel treache- | 669 2' south, longitude 154° 27’ east, and afterwards | engaged in the commerce of that region. [ submit 
nportan 'y. When this alarming and unexpected intelli- | in latitude 66° 31/ south, longitude 153° 40/ east, by | to your judgments whether this government, havin 
the con: Bence reached the seat of government, every effort | lieutenants Wilkes and Hudson, for an extent of| been the firstto prohibit, by adequate penalties, the 
excesses appears to have been made to reinforce general| eighteen hundred miles, but on which they were | slave trade—the first to declare it piracy—should 
» was 10 linch, who commanded the troops then in Florida. | prevented from landing by vast bodies of ice which | not be the first, also, to forbid to its citizens all trade 
ernmen: eneral Eustis was despatched with reinforcements | encompassed it, is one of the honorable results of the | with the slave factories on the coast of Africa; giv- 
ng in al rom Charleston; troops were called out from Ala-| enterprise. Lieutenant Wilkes bares testimony to) ing an example to all nations in this respect, which, 
panes ama, Tennessee and Georgia; and general Scott] the zeal and good conduct of his officers and mens} if fairly followed, cannot fail to produce the most 
ga . Was sent to take the command, with ample powers | and it is but justice to that officer to state that he ap-| effective results in breaking up those dens of ini- 
fficu the and ample means. At the first alarm, general| pears to have performed the duties assigned biim quity. M. VAN BUREN. 
t but | 7alnes organized a force at New Orleans, and,| with an ardor, ability, and perseverance, which give| Washington, December 5, 1840. 
ye ae waiting for orders, landed in Florida,| every assurance of an honorable issue to the under- Mr. Atherton moved the following resolution: 
gusty i of Me w; ere he delivered over the troops he had brought | taking. Resolved, That the message of the president of the 
: agar ha | With him to general Scott. The report ot the postmaster general, herewith United States be referred to the committee of the whole 
d att overnor Call was subsequently appointed to| transmitted, will exhibit the service of that depart- | on the state of the union, and 15,000 cupies thereof, 
pe ; mie ape campaign, and, at the close of | ment the last year, and its present condition. The | a ae SOE ere ne ae 
hreshold MRE and eplaced by general Jessup. These events] transportation has been maintained during the year | Gnesar ya es “ yi wg a nett P 
aay BD of Changes took place under the administration | to the full extent authorised by the existing laws; | ed for the use of the members of the rae 5g 
yi large e of the predecessor, Notwithstanding the exertions} some improvements have been effected, which the| And then, at 2 o’clock, the House adjourned until 
vvils of € experienced officers who had cominand there! public interest seemed urgently to demand, but not! to-morrow, at 12 o’clock. 
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CHRONICLE 
Cities oF Tue untox. ‘The following table shows 
the increase of the population of some of the principal 
cities of the United States: 


_ 1840, 1830. Increase. 
New York, 312,234 202,589 109,645 
Philadelphia, 258,322 188,797 70,135 
Baltimore, 101,378 80.625 21,753 
Boston, 84.401 61,392 23,319 
Brouklyn, 36.233 125403 24,830 
Cincinnati, 46382 24831 21,551 
S:. Louis, 24,535 5,852 18,753 
Washington, 22.777 18,827 3,950 
Pittsburg, 21,296 12,542 8,754 
Dover, 3.775 3 416 359 
Wilmington, Del. 8,367 6,663 1,704 
Middletown, 7,210 6,392 313 
Bridgeport, 4.570 2,800 1,770 
Norwich, 7,239 5,179 2.060 
New London, 5,523 4.356 1,172 
New Haven, 14.390 10 678 3.712 
Hariford, 12,793 9.7389 3,004 
New Orleans, 102 191 50,103 52,038 
Savannah, 11,214 7,303 3,911 
Newburyport, 7,161 6 338 773 
Wilmington, N.C. 4,268 2.700 1,568 
Natchez, 4.826 2.790 2'036 
Newport, 8,321 8.010 311 
Buffalo, 18,356 6.321 12 035 
Portland, 15,218 12 601 2,617 
Gardiner, 5,044 3.709 1,335 
Canandaigua, 5,653 5,162 491 
Troy, 19.372 11.405 7,967 
Bath, 5,000 3.773 1,227 
Dover, N. H. 6,433 5,449 989 
Providence, 22.042 16,832 5,210 
Newark, 17,202 10,753 6,249 

Decrease. 

Portsmouth, N. H. 7,884 8 032 193 
Charleston, 29 253 30,289 1,036 


Counterreits, &c. The Princess Ann (Somerset 
county) Herald, notices a counterfeit $10 bill on the 
Pennsylvania Bank of the United States, lately receiv- 
ed in that place. The noté is dated January 1, 1839, 
letter A; the execution of the engraving is represented 
to be inferior, particularly the bust at each end of the 
note. The signatures are tolerable, though the name 
of G. W. Fairman is written with less freedom in the 
counterfeit than the genuine. ‘The counterfeit note is 
shorter and a little narrower than the genuine note. 

A female accomplice was sentenced at Louisville, 
Ky. to two years imprisonment in the penitentiary, for 
passing counterfeit money, a few days since. 


EARLY SETTLEMENTS AND EXPLORATIONS IN THE 
NORTHWEST. Detroit was the resort of French mis- 
sionaries and traders as early as 1602. ‘The first for- 
mal settlement of Detroit was made in 1701 by an ex- 
pedition sent from Montreal, commanded by Antoine 
de la Motte Cadillac, acting under a commission from 
Louis XIV. 

Michillimackinac was founded in 1671, by Farther 
Marquette, a French missionary, and one of the first 
European explorers of the lakes. ‘The fort was built 
by La Salle in 1679. 

Green bay was settled by the French about 1670. 

Fort St. Joseph, at the point where fort Gratiot now 
stands, was built before the year 16338. 

The settlement at the Sault St. Marie consisted in 
1688 of a fort and a chapel, and was a point of _resort 
for the fur traders at that period. 

La Salle’s expedition was in 1679. He embarked 
upon Lake Erie in the Griffin, (ihe first vessel larger 
than acanoe that ever floated upon these waters) in 
August of that year, and arrived at Mackinac in the 
latter part of the month. From thence he went to- 
wards the Mississippi. Fort Creve Coeur, was built 
by him near the present site of Rockford in Illinois. 

"Foris were built at Kaskaskia, Kahokia and Peoria, 
by people whom La Salle sent out in the course of his 
second expedition in 1633. [Cleveland Herald. 


Great Britain. The grand total capital represent- 
ed by all the propertyin Great Britain and Ireland is 
estimated at £3,920,000,000. The value of lands, 
ships, canals, rail roads, mines, horses, timber, crops, 
&c. is esiimated at £2,945,000.000. ‘The value of all 
sorts of furniture, apparel, plate, specie, money in 
chancery, savings banks, &c. estimated at £530,000. 
The national debt is about £764,000 000, 


Harp money. Copper was not coined in England 
until the time of Elizabeth, and then in sail quantities, 
and not well received. In 1672,a greater coinage 
took place, of half pennies and farthings. Silver 
pence, half pence and farthings, were coined down to 
the reign of Edward III 1344; then groats and half 
groats; next a shilling. Henry VIII. coined crowns; 
iSdward VI half crowns, sixpenses and three-pences; 
Elizabeth two-pences, and three farthing pieces. From 
43d of Elizabeth to the present time, the coinage has 
remained the same. The first gold coin was under 
Henry [Il 1257,in gold pennies. The guinea was 
coined in 1663, of Guinea gold, to go for 20s. but it 
never went forless than 2ls. by tacit conseut. It is 
computed that the whole coined cash of the kingdom 
passes though the bank every three years. 


Irevanp AND Honzanv. Mr. O’Connell, in a speech 
recenily delivered at a repeal meeting in Dublin, made 
the following observation, “Mr. Barrett stated on last 


fact, namely, that the whole soil of Ireland belonged 
to 10,000 individuals; while the soil of Holland, which 
is not more than ene-third the size of Ireland, is divid- 
ed between 335,000 proprietors of land.” — 


Lonceviry. The Belfast Northern Whig publishes 
a list of one hundred inhabitants of the county of An- 
trim, in Ireland, who attained the age of 92, years. Of 
the hundred, there are forty-three whose age exceed a 
century, having attained the following ages: 

122, 117, 114, 114, 110, 100, 103, 110, 101, 105, 108, 
105, 103, 112, 106, 105, 109, 112, 103, 100, 106, 102, 109, 
104, 100, 102, 102, 106, 101, 100,101, 100, 106, 107; 101, 
102, 100, 106, 104, 107, 112, 101. 100. 


Mixuine. A question of dispute with regard to the 
quickness of manufacturing a certain quantity of wheat 
into merchantable flour, was settled last Saturday at 
Mr. Seaton’s mills, near this town. it was contended 
that one pair of stones could not manufacture sixteen 
bushels of wheat in an hour. Judges were selected— 
the wheat weighed out—the mill put in operation, and 


making superfine flour, fit for exportation, in the short 
space of fifty-three minutes, with one pair of stones 
only. [ T'uscarawas, Ohio, Advocate, of 27th ult. 


Misstonaries. We learn from the Boston Recorder 
that the rev. Messrs. Dole and Bond and their wives, 
destined for the Sandwich Islands; and the rev. Mr. 
Paris and wife, and Mr. and Mrs. Rice, destined for 
the Oregon mission, embarked in the ship Gloucester, 
capt. Easterbrook, on the 14th of November. Reli- 
ir services were held on the occasion, the rev. Dr. 

enks leading in prayer. The missionaries for Oregon 
go by the way of the Sandwich Islands. 


On the 17th of November, the rev. Stephen Johnson 
and wife, rev. William Theodore Van Doren and wife, 
ond rev. Isaac P. Stryker, sailed in the barque United 
States, capt. Webb, bound to Batavia, on the island of 
Java. Mr. Johnson is returning to Siam, after an ab- 
sence of two years. Messrs. Van Doren and Stryker, 
of the Reformed Dutch church, are destined to the 
mission in Borneo; but, according to the rules of the 
colomal government of Netherland India, must spend 
a year at Batavia. [Christian Observer. 


NETHERLANDS. On the first of May last, the popu- 
lation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands was 2,662,486 
souls, of whom 1,690,342 were Protestants; 910,983 
Roman Catholics; 51,127 Jews; and 2,803 of other de- 
nominations, 


Prison statistics. In the following state prisons 
the earnings of the convicts have exceeded the ex- 
penses, during the last year, by the sums set against 
them. Massachusetts $4,433 27; Connecticut, $4.511 19; 
Auburn in N. York, $8,490 25; Kentucky $15,030 92; 
Ohio $20 037 06. 


In New Hampshire the prison is let out by contract, 
and ot course the earnings equal the expenses. 

In the following, the expenses have exceeded the 
earnings during the same time. Sing Sing,in New 
York $246 47; New Jersey $5,554 16; Philadelphia 
penitentiary $18,373 76; do. at Pittsburg $7,107 09; do. 
at Baltimore $3,723 36; do. at Washington $14,086 69; 
do. at Michigan $3,345 67. 

Number of prisoners in 10 penitentaries at the com- 
mencement of the year, 2,626; at the end of the year, 
2,737; received during the year, 1,101; discharged b 
expiration of sentence, 669; by death 55; recommnitted, 
82; escaped 27. 

Sermons. In the New York Sunday Mercury, a 
popular writer called “Dow Jr.” weekly exhorts its 
readers. They are geen productions, and have the 
air of novelty, as well as originality. ‘The following is 
aspecimen. ‘lhe moral is good, and the similitude is 
an easy and natural one: 

**My friends allow me to show you how the human 
body is hkened to a house. My text explains this. It 
says that the big bones are the main timbers, very true. 
It also says that the ribs are laths well plastered, but I 
should say they are rafters that run into the ridge-pole, 
or back bone. The mouth is the door, and the nose is 
the chimney—especially for smokers. The throat is 
the entry that leads to the kitchen of the stomach, 
where all surts of food are cooked up; the lungs are the 
bellows that blow the flame of life, and keep the pot of 
existence always boiling; the heart is the great cham- 
ber, where the greatest variety of goods imaginable are 
5 nig some good, many bad, and a few rather mid- 

ing. 

In this way, my hearers, you see the house of the 
human body is formed; and since it isa house of no 
small value, you ought to be careful of it, keep it well 
| swept, and never let cobwebs of sin gather in the cor- 

ners of its apartments. I beseech you, especially, to 
look after the great chamber of the heart, and see that 
every thing there is arranged according to the very let- 
‘ter of morality. If there is any useless rubbish there, 
clear it out, to make room for goods that are saleable in 
the markets of the virtuous. ‘The chambers of some 
‘hearts present an awful dirty appearance! I should 
‘like to walk into them witha bran new broom: the 
| way I'd brush out sin and sand the floor with virtue, 
would be a caution to depravity!” 





STEaAMBoaTS. The Farmer, captain Gilbert, colaps- 
ed a flue whilst stopping toland a passenger 15 miles 
above New Orleans, on the 27th ult. William Berry, 
| first engineer was killed and one passenger was literal- 





night, in his address at Drogheda, a most important |ly blown to pieces. Six persons, deck hands on board 


the sixteen bushels went through the usual process of 


——————— 
of the boat, were badly scalded; and four Negroes 
(belonging to Mr. Dewitt), were also injured; they, jt jc 
hoped, are not mortally wounded. 5 tor 


Steamers. The Great Western left New York on 
the 9th, with 70 passengers, $100,000 in specie and a 
ithe British Queen j dock fi 

é British Queen is to go into dock for repairs, 
reaching England, and will resume her trips o 10th 
of March, and thenceforth the 10th of each mont) 
will be her day of dallarture going and coming. 


TEMPERANCE REFORM. The American Temperance 
Journal says, such an order issued in our country ag 
the following post office regulation adopted in Englan¢ 
might make a greater sweep than any new administra. 
tion: 

“Step towards temperance. The earl of Litchfield 
postmaster general, has issued an order prohibitins 
any individual employed in the post office department, 
or their wives, from keeping houses for the sale of jn. 
toxicating liquors, under the penalty of forfeiting office. 
This order was read a few days since to one of the de. 
Sencar by Mr. Tyrell, superintending inspector whi 

as been a tetotaler for four years. 

The entire consumption of whiskey, at the late 
Bamnasloe fair,says a Dublin paper, was only eight 

allons. The average consumption heretofore was 
rom eight to twelve puncheons. This shows the good 
effect of the exhortations of Father Mathew. 


GENERAL Wappy Tompson, the eminent and esti. 
mable representative from South Carolina, had a sip. 
ularly narrow escape from a most horrid death, on 

Saturday last. He was on his way to this city from 

the south; and finding that the rai] cars, as they ap. 
proached Petersburg, in Virginia, were proceeding very 
slowly, he and some friends got out and took to the 
road. ‘l‘hey were descending from an elevation on 
the road, when the cars came suddenly down the in. 
clined plane, propelled by an engine from behind— 
Gorietat Thompson was some twenty yards in advance 
of his friends, and being wrapped up in his cloak, with 
a handkerchief close around his ears, he did not hear 
the noise of the cars approaching. His friends had 
quickly stepped out of the way, and called to him; but 
he did not hear; nor eould the conductor who was be- 
hind the train, see him. He was struck down with 
great violence by the first car, and the whole train, en- 
gine andall passed over his body—but providentially 
without serious injury. In an hour afterwards he had 
recovered from the stunning effects of the blow he had 
received; and was able to proceed to Richmond, 
where, under the kind attentions of devoted friends, 
we are happy to learn, he will soon be ready to enter 
upon the discharge of his duties in the national coun- 
cils. [Richmond Whig. 


WeaTuHeR. “According to the opinion of some of 
our oldest inhabitants,” says the New Orleans Bulletin, 
“the winters for the last few years have grown much 
colder than they were in former times.” Ice was form- 
ed there of considerable thickness on the 27th of No- 
vember. 

The Hudson river remained free from ice up as high 
as Poughkeepsie to the 8th inst. Above that the navi- 
gation closed during the preceding few days. 

A heavy snow storm began at Baltimore on Friday 
the 4th of December, and continued all that and the 
next two days. The thoroughfares became so loaded 
with snow as to intercept the mails fur two days, an 
unusual circumstance so early in December. At Bos- 
ton the storm commenced on Sunday. 

The last boat. A gentleman who arrived in the city 
this morning, left fine sleighing in Quebeck and Mon- 
treal. He passed between these places in the Canada 
on her last trip for the season, which was with difficul- 
ty accomplished, for on Lake St. Peter the ice was six 
inches thick. He came down Lake Champlain in the 
last boat also, and encountered a tremendous gale, 
which rendered it impossible to land at Burlington— 
otherwise the boat would have stopped there. Asit 
was, she forced her way to Whitehall. From White- 
hall he started fur Sandy Hiil in the last boat; with six 
horses. But this effort was too weak to succeed. Af 
ter breaking through ice on the canal an inch thick or 
more, for the distance of ten or twelve miles, jack frost 
brought them up all standing, and forbade their further 
progress. ‘This the passengers thought hard, as he liad 
provided no other mode of conveyance, and they weré 
obliged to trudge on foot ten miles. Canada is a very 
cold place, and itis a very bad thing to go in the last 
boat; but not so bad as to go in the next boat afterwards. 

[N. Y. Jour, Com. 


ONE GRAIN OF WHEAT. One grain the first year p'o 
duced a stem containing a 11 ears, each ear average 
87 grains; the second year produced half a bushel; the 
third year 20 bushels; the fourth year 763 bushels, oF 
26 quarters! This morceau is making, with great 1” 
dustry, the circuit of the papers. .A Mr. Labor, of 
Essex, is the grower of this corn; and a Mr. Smith, © 
Mark Lane, are vouchers of the fact. 

[English Paper. 


Witp tanps. The Montreal Herald says, that!n- 
structions have been received from the colonial office, 
to fix the minimum price of wild lands, at 2s. per acre 
in Nova Scotia. In New Brunswick, adds the Herald; 
it is generally stated at 3s. and in Lower Canada it has 
lately beer. fixed at 4s. east of the Kenebeck road, 4” 
63. to the west. In Maine, by a law of the state, it !8 
2s. 6d. so that emigrants will’ no doubt be tempted 





try that state, rather than Canada. 
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